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PREFACE. 


In  placing  this  Jubilee  Volume  in  the  hands  of  their 
fellow-members,  the  Session  bespeak  for  it  a  careful 
perusal,  as  they  are  convinced  that  the  study  of  the 
growth  of  our  Congregation  from  the  day  of  small 
things  to  its  present  position  of  prosperity  and  influ- 
ence, can  only  result  in  a  clearer  conception  of  the 
true  place  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  the  world,  a 
nobler  ideal  of  Congregational  effort  and  Mission 
Work  in  the  District  so  providentially  laid  to  our 
hands,  and  a  firmer  resolve  to  press  on  to  yet  higher 
levels  of  Christian  attainment  than  even  the  past 
fifty  years  have  seen. 
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PROGRAMME 


COMMEMORATION    SERVICES. 


CHILDREN'S  GATHERING. 

Friday,  7th  January  1898,  at  Seven  o'clock, 

In  the  Church  Hall. 

Rev.  JAMES  S.  RAE,  Chairman. 

PROGRAMME. 

Opening  Prayer,         -        -   Rev.  John  Young,  M.A. 
Praise,        -         -         -      Paraphrase  ii.,      -         -         -  Audience. 

Chairman's  Remarks. 
Praise,        -  Hymn  No.  148 — "Around  the  Throne,"  -  Audience. 

Address— Duncan  M'Laren,  Esq. 
Hymn,        -         -     "  The  Children's  Jubilee,"     -         -  Audience. 

Address — Rev.  J.  Drummond  Taylor,  Saltcoats. 
Praise,        -        Hymn  No.  144 — "Happy  Land,"       -  Audience. 

Address— Rev.  John  C.  Lambert,  B.D.,  Cathcart. 
Praise,        -     Hymn  No.  141 — "  Little  Travellers,"     -Audience. 

Address — Councillor  J.  C.  Robertson,  Glasgow. 

Praise,        -       Hymn  No.  40 — "  Jesus  loves  me,"       -  Audience. 

Benediction. 
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PREPARATORY    SERVICE     BEFORE 
COMMUNION. 

Saturday  Evening,  Zth  January  1898, 

In  the  Church  Hall,  at  Half-past  Seven. 


SABBATH  SERVICES. 

Forenoon,  at  11  o'clock,     -        -        -  Rev.  John  Young,  M.A. 
Subject — "  Fifty  Years'  Retrospect." 

Afternoon,  at  2.30,     -  Communion  Service. 

Revs.  James  S.  Rae  and  John  Young. 

Evening,  at  6.30,        -        .        .  Rev.  John  Smith,  D.D. 

Subject — "The  Undying  Responsibility  of 
the  Church." 


A  SOCIAL  MEETING 

WILL    EE    HELD 

On  Monday  Eve?iing,  \oth  January  1898. 
Tea  will  be  served  in  the  Halls  from  6.30  to  7.30. 

\*  It  is  desired  to  make  this  Meeting,  as  far  as  possible,  a 
reunion  of  the  Members  and  Adherents  of  the  Congregation 
with  former  Members  and  Friends.  Objects  of  interest  con- 
nected with  Newington,  Portraits  of  Ministers,  Elders,  &C,  will 
be  on  view. 
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PUBLIC  MEETING. 

Monday  Evening^  loth  January  1898,  at  7.30, 

In  the  Church. 

Rev.  JAMES  S.  RAE,  Chairman. 

PROGRAMME. 

Praise,        -         -         -      Psalm  cxxxiii.,      -         -         -  Audience. 

Prayer,       -        -        -  -     Rev.  James  M.  Scott,  M.A. 

Chairman's  Remarks. 

Brief  Sketch  of  Congregational  History — 
Mr  Thomas  Cullen. 

Anthem,     -  "  I  will  give  thanks"  (Mozart),  -         Choir. 

Address— Dr  David  Yellowlees,  Glasgow. 

Solo,  -------         Mr  James  Burnet. 

Address— Rev.  J.  G.  Crawford,  Limekilns. 

Praise,        -  Hymn  148,         -         -         -  Audience. 

Address— Mr  James  Goodfellow. 

Address— Rev.  J.  B.  Hastings,  D.D. 

Anthem,     -         "  Hallelujah  Chorus"  (Handel),         -         Choir. 

Address — Rev.  Thos.  Kennedy,  D.D. 

Remarks— Dr  John  Robertson  and  Rev.  John 
Young,  M.A. 

Praise,        -         -         -    Doxology  No.  5,  -  Audience. 

Benediction. 


PROCEEDINGS 


COMMEMORATION    SERVICES. 


Rev.    JAfTlES     ROBE^TSOJ^. 


Children's  Gathering. 

Friday  Evening,  7th  January  1898. 

IT  was  surely  most  meet  and  of  happy  augury  that 
the  Congregation  whose  first  minister  was  known 
as  "the  prince  of  preachers  to  the  young"  should 
begin  its  Jubilee  celebrations  with  a  meeting  for  the 
children. 

The  Hall,  which  was  crowded,  had  been  mar- 
vellously transformed.  Festoons  of  evergreens  were 
hung  gracefully  along  the  walls,  and  the  platform  had 
a  beautiful  background  of  palms  and  foliage  plants. 
Above  the  speakers  was  the  appropriate  motto,  which 
expressed  the  feeling  of  every  heart,  "  The  Lord  hath 
been  mindful  of  us  :  He  will  bless  us."  At  the  other 
end  of  the  Hall  appeared  the  scroll,  "  Go  forward," 
while  at  the  side  one  could  read  the  memorable 
dates,  "  1 848- 1 898."  The  "  Hanging  Committee"  too 
had  been  busy,  and  the  walls  were  well  covered 
with  interesting  pictures.  Among  them  one  noted 
portraits  of  the  founders  of  the  Church  —  Robert 
Paterson,  James  Middlemass,  and  Andrew  Taylor;  of 


H  Jubilee  Memorial. 

the  three  ministers  who  have  occupied  the  pulpit 
during  the  fifty  years  ;  of  the  two  members,  in  whose 
fellowship  we  still  rejoice,  Mrs  Robert  Paterson  and 
Miss  Cameron,  the  sole  survivors  of  the  thirty-six  who 
invited  Mr  Robertson  to  Duncan  Street ;  and  of  those 
elders,  managers,  and  "  honourable  women  not  a  few," 
who  in  their  day  were  actively  associated  with  the 
work  of  the  Congregation,  but  are  now  no  longer  with 
us.  It  was  a  suggestive  scene, — the  "  great  cloud  of 
witnesses,"  many  interested  teachers  and  friends,  the 
bright-faced  boys  and  girls.  Newington  as  it  was  ; 
Newington  as  it  is;  Newington  as  it  will  be.  "Instead 
of  the  fathers     .     .     .     the  children." 

"God  of  our  fathers,  be  the  God  of  their  succeeding  race." 

The  Rev.  James  S.  Rae,  pastor  of  the  Congrega- 
tion, having  called  upon  his  predecessor,  the  Rev.  John 
Young,  to  open  the  meeting  with  prayer,  explained 
to  the  young  people  how  it  was  they  came  to  share  in 
the  Jubilee  celebrations,  and  in  a  few  happy  remarks 
introduced  the  speakers. 

The  first  address  was  by  Mr  DUNCAN  M'Laren, 
who,  though  now  an  elder  in  a  sister  Congregation, 
was  the  first  Superintendent  of  the  Duncan  Street 
Mission  School. 

Mr  M'Laren  reminded  his  youthful  audience  of  the 
delight  with  which  the  Hebrew  children  hailed  their 
year  of  Jubilee,  with  its  threefold  message  of  rest, 
home,    and    freedom.       Each    of  these   was    in    turn 
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applied  to  this  the  Jubilee  neither  of  a  nation  nor  a 
denomination,  but  of  a  Congregation  whose  members, 
and  especially  their  children,  had  good  reason  to  rear 
their  "  Ebenezer."  Work  among  the  young  had 
always  been  a  marked  feature  of  Newington,  in  whose 
early  days  the  first  Children's  Church  in  Scotland  was 
begun.  They  had  much  to  remember  and  much  to 
be  grateful  for  ;  but  as  they  went  forward  they  must 
keep  in  view  that  it  was  in  the  Lord,  not  in  the  Ark, 
they  were  to  trust  for  victory,  and  thus,  turning  their 
weights  into  wings  and  their  burdens  into  blessings, 
they  would  go  onward  and  upward,  do  more  and  be 
better. 

Mr  M'Laren  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  James 
DRUMMOND  TAYLOR,  Saltcoats,  who  introduced  him- 
self as  "  an  old  Newington  bairn." 

As  such  Mr  Taylor's  remarks  naturally  took  the 
form  of  some  interesting  reminiscences  of  the  Con- 
gregation under  its  first  minister.  He  thought  that  if 
Mr  Robertson  was  to  be  described  in  a  single  word, 
that  word  would  be  "  Love."  He  referred  to  the 
"  Quarterly  Children's  Sermons,"  and  stated  that  what 
he  had  learned  in  Newington  he  was  endeavouring  to 
carry  out  in  his  own  ministry,  and  he  believed  that 
as  a  rule  the  "  children's  portion "  proved  equally 
enjoyable  to  the  older  folk.  He  urged  the  children  to 
"  pass  on  "  the  blessings  they  were  receiving,  and  in 
this  way  extend  that  chain  of  holy  influence  which 
had  been  going  out  from  Newington  Congregation. 
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The  next  speaker  was  the  Rev.  John  C.  Lambert, 
B.D.,  of  Cathcart  U.P.  Church,  Glasgow. 

Mr  Lambert  having  referred  to  his  connection  with 
Sabbath  School  work  in  that  Hall  while  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregation,  stated  that  he  owed 
much  to  the  training  and  inspiration  he  had  received 
from  the  ministers  of  Newington  Church.  He  desired, 
however,  as  the  son  of  one  of  our  missionaries,  to 
speak  not  so  much  of  the  past,  but  of  the  duty  that 
lay  upon  the  boys  and  girls  to  maintain  and  even 
extend  the  missionary  spirit  which  had  always  char- 
acterised the  Congregation.  He  wanted  them  to  have 
missionary  heads,  missionary  hearts,  missionary  hands, 
missionary  feet,  and  to  use  them  all  for  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  spread  of  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  last  speaker  on  the  programme  was  Councillor 
J.  C.  ROBERTSON,  of  Glasgow,  who  in  his  own  bright 
way  urged  upon  his  hearers  the  duty  of  being  "  light 
bearers,"  and  asked  them  to  make  the  motto  of  the 
Eddystone  Lighthouse  their  own  :  "  To  give  light  and 
to  save  life." 

Mr  JAMES  PATERSON,  Superintendent  of  the  Con- 
gregational Sabbath  School,  speaking  in  name  of  the 
children,  thereafter  moved  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  speakers ;  and  the  Benediction  brought  to  a  close 
the  first  of  the  Jubilee  Commemoration  Services. 
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Preparatorp  Service* 

Saturday  Evening,  St/i  January  1898. 

It  was  an  interesting  coincidence  that  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  opening  of  Duncan  Street  Chapel  as  a 
United  Presbyterian  Church  on  9th  January  1848 
should  fall  upon  our  regular  Communion  Sabbath. 
In  accordance  with  the  custom  of  the  Congregation, 
a  preparatory  service  was  arranged  for  the  Saturday 
evening.  There  was  a  capital  gathering  of  the 
members  ;  and  the  exercises,  which  were  of  a  purely 
devotional  character,  were  felt  by  all  to  be  helpful 
and  stimulating. 


Sabbatb  Services- 

Qtli  January  1898. 

At  the  request  of  the  Session,  the  Rev.  John 
YOUNG,  M.A.,  Home  Mission  Secretary,  and  formerly, 
for  seventeen  years,  minister  of  the  Congregation, 
occupied  the  pulpit  in  the  forenoon.  The  Church 
was  well  filled,  many  former  Newingtonians  being 
recognised  among  the  audience. 

Mr  Young's  subject  was  "  A  Fifty  Years'  Retro- 
spect," founded  on  the  text  from  which  the  late  Dr 
Brown,  of  Broughton  Place,  had  preached  at  the  open- 
ing services  fifty  years  before — John  xii.  32 — "  I,  if  I 
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be  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  will  draw  all  men  unto 
Me."  Mr  Young's  masterly  and  sympathetic  survey 
of  the  story  of  the  years  and  its  lessons  was  felt  by 
all  who  were  privileged  to  hear  it  to  be  a  worthy 
treatment  of  an  important  period,  and  the  Session 
are  extremely  glad  that  Mr  Young  has  yielded  to 
their  unanimous  request  and  allowed  them  to  incor- 
porate his  discourse  in  their  Jubilee  Volume. 


RCV.    JOHN    young,    m.A. 


fl  fiTtp  years'  Retrospect, 


BEING    A    SERMON    PREACHED    BY 


REV.     JOHN     YOUNG.     M.  A. 


Sabbath  Fore?toon,  gth  January  i8g8. 


"  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  will  draw  all  men 
unto  Me."— JOHN  xii.  32. 

On  9th  January  1848  Duncan  Street  Chapel  was 
opened  as  a  place  of  worship  in  connection  with  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  Dr  John  Brown,  of 
Broughton  Place,  conducting  the  opening  service  and 
preaching  from  the  words  which  I  have  just  read. 
Believing  that  the  history  of  the  Congregation  during 
the  intervening  fifty  years  has  been,  in  its  charac- 
teristic features,  in  harmony  with  the  keynote  struck 
in  that  opening  sermon,  and  that  its  success  has  been 
chiefly  due  to  the  fidelity  of  its  pulpit  to  the  preach- 
ing of  the  cross,  as  at  once  the  attractive  power  of 
the  gospel,  the  inspiration  of  Christian  service,  and 
the  basis  of  obligation  to  missionary  effort,  I  shall 
now  attempt  to  sketch  our  fifty  years'  retrospect,  and 
to  gather  up  its  Jubilee  lessons  in  the  light  of  the 
truths  suggested  by  the  text 
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I.  The  Cross  of  Christ,  Central  to  Christian  Faith 
and  Worship.  "I,  if I be  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  will 
draw  all  men  unto  Me." 

Very  early  in  His  ministry  Jesus  had  asserted  that 
His  being  "  lifted  up  "  was  a  necessity  if  the  divine 
purpose  of  redemption  was  to  be  accomplished.  The 
cross  to  which,  with  increasing  clearness,  He  pointed 
His  disciples  as  the  necessary  goal  of  the  mission  on 
which  His  Father  had  sent  Him,  the  apostles  looked 
upon  as  the  central  theme  of  their  preaching,  the 
sure  foundation  of  the  redemption  they  proclaimed, 
the  feature  of  their  message  in  which  they  gloried,  as 
indeed  the  power  and  the  wisdom  of  God.  To-day, 
as  through  the  centuries,  that  cross  is  the  typical 
symbol  of  Christianity.  As  the  Crucified  One,  Christ 
has  conquered.  By  His  death  He  has  brought  life  to 
men.  His  atoning  sacrifice  has  provided  the  sinner's 
ground  of  acceptance  and  the  believer's  security  for 
progress  in  holiness.  In  the  creeds  and  in  the  hymns 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  in  the  preaching  which  has 
been  powerful  to  awaken  and  to  win  souls,  in  the 
living  heroism  and  dying  testimonies  of  the  missionary 
and  the  martyr  saints  of  God,  the  substitute  Sin- 
bearer,  lifted  up  upon  the  cross,  has  been  owned  as 
the  object  of  faith,  the  ground  of  hope,  the  joy  of 
love.  As  the  Lord's  Supper,  in  which  we  "  do  show 
the  Lord's  death  till  He  come,"  is  the  central  rite  of 
the  Christian  Church,  so  is  the  death  commemorated 
by  it  the  central  fact  of  our  religion,  on  which  faith 


A  Fifty  Years'  Retrospect.  21 

rests  and  from  which  worship  springs,  by  relation  to 
which  the  character  of  a  Christian  congregation  must 
largely  be  determined. 

The  formative  period  of  this  Congregation's  his- 
tory was  happily  under  a  ministry  conspicuous 
for  the  clearness,  the  simplicity,  and  the  persistency 
with  which  the  atoning  efficacy  of  Christ's  death 
and  the  necessity  for  a  simple  faith  in  the  Crucified 
One  were  pressed  upon  every  hearer.  Mr  Robertson 
had  a  certain  pre-eminence  all  his  own  as  an  effective 
setter  forth  of  Christ  as  "the  propitiation  for  our 
sins,"  and  of  the  simplicity  of  faith  appropriating 
His  sacrifice  as  the  means  of  entering  into  peace. 
Perhaps  the  most  memorable  pulpit  work  of  the 
early  days  in  Duncan  Street  was  a  series  of  dis- 
courses on  the  separate  verses  of  Isaiah  liii. — sermons 
which  left  a  deep  impression  at  the  time  of  their 
delivery,  some  of  them  being  repeated,  by  urgent 
request,  more  than  once  with  increasing  profit  to  the 
Congregation,  and  which  are  known  to  have  attracted 
to  the  service  of  Christ  some  who  had  no  previous 
connection  with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
"  You  .  .  .  before  whose  eyes  Jesus  Christ  was 
openly  set  forth  crucified,"  was  Paul's  description  of 
his  Galatian  converts  ;  and  in  like  terms  might  fitly 
be  addressed  all  whose  privilege  it  has  been  to 
wait  upon  the  ministry  of  the  Word  here.  For  in 
this  respect  there  has  been  no  two  voices  in  this 
sanctuary.       From    first    to    last,   the  substitute   Sin- 
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bearer  has  been  lifted  up  as  the  Saviour  of  sinners 
and  King  of  saints,  and  pressed  upon  the  acceptance 
of  a  simple  faith. 

And  this  central  truth  of  the  gospel  has  been,  I 
believe,  as  precious  to  the  occupants  of  the  pew  as  of 
the  pulpit.  Recalling  to-day  the  noble  succession 
of  godly  men  and  women  who  took  up  and  bore 
upon  their  hearts  the  burden  of  this  Church's  work, 
who  taught  its  classes,  took  part  in  its  prayer 
meetings,  carried  on  its  mission  services,  fed  the  flame 
of  its  piety  and  its  zeal,  and  administered  its  affairs, 
and  many  not  numbered  on  its  roll  of  busy  workers  and 
trusted  office-bearers  but  known  to  Him  who  seeth 
in  secret,  and  in  some  measure  to  those  whose  joyous 
privilege  it  has  been  to  minister  here — men  and 
women  whose  prayers  kept  the  Church  alive  and 
sped  all  its  machinery,  whose  conversation  was  full 
of  the  savour  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ,  whose  sick- 
bed and  dying  testimonies  abide  among  the  most 
precious  memories  of  the  past — I  feel  warranted  in 
saying  that  the  Congregation  has  been,  as  a  whole,  a 
people  taught  of  God  to  look  steadfastly  to  Christ  on 
the  cross,  to  find  in  His  dying  for  their  sins  the  spring 
of  their  joy  in  God,  and  to  make  Him  the  object  of 
their  faith  and  love,  toward  whom  flowed  and  in 
whom  centred  all  the  currents  of  their  personal  and 
their  congregational  life. 

II.  The  Cross  of  Christ,  the  Attractive   Power  of 
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the  Church's  Message.     "  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up  from  the 
earth,  will  draw  all  men  unto  Me." 

"  It  is  a  striking  fact,"  said  Dr  Brown  in  his  exposi- 
tion of  this  text,  "  that  the  truth  about  the  death  of 
Christ  is  the  grand  means  of  converting  men.  .  .  . 
Ministers,  whether  among  heathen  or  nominally 
Christian,  savage  or  civilised  men,  if  they  wish 
to  draw  men  to  Christ,  must  learn  to  say,  '  We 
preach  Christ  crucified."'  In  1848  as  in  1898,  men 
were  discussing  the  attractiveness  or  non-attractive- 
ness of  the  Church  in  relation  to  the  people,  were 
uttering  their  prophecies  as  to  the  decline  of  the 
pulpit,  and  suggesting  schemes  for  its  work  being 
done  in  an  entirely  different  fashion.  But  the  history 
of  the  Church  of  Christ  is  one  long  continuous  proof 
of  the  soundness  of  Dr  Brown's  judgment,  that  that 
which  touches  men's  hearts  and  wins  their  faith  and 
love  is  the  presentation  to  them  of  Christ  in  His 
atoning  sacrifice  as  meeting  the  wants  of  sinful  men. 
All  questions  about  man's  social  progress,  political 
wrongs,  and  intellectual  difficulties  pale  before  the 
one  supremely  anxious  question  which  the  cross  alone 
answers — Has  God  provided  any  way  of  pardon  or 
of  peace  for  the  sinner?  Every  time  of  awakening 
and  revival,  in  which  Zion  has  put  on  her  strength 
and  the  Holy  City  her  beautiful  garments,  has  been 
marked  by  the  Church  getting  back  to  Christ  as  the 
sinner's  Substitute  and  Sin-bearer,  to  a  fuller  and 
clearer  preaching  of  the  cross,  owned  of  the  Spirit  as 
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"  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation."  Therein  is  the 
secret  of  attraction,  as  evidenced  by  the  history  of 
the  Church  of  Christ,  and  of  its  separate  congregations. 
Many  causes  conspired  to  assure  outward  success 
and  growing  prosperity  for  the  new  cause  in  Duncan 
Street :  the  rapid  and  steady  growth  of  population 
in  Newington  and  Grange,  the  energy  and  enter- 
prise of  the  early  office-bearers  and  workers,  and 
very  especially  the  peculiarly  attractive  personality 
of  its  first  minister,  his  social  tact,  his  winning  ways 
with  strangers  and  with  the  young,  and  his  graceful 
and  gracious  pulpit  style  ;  but  these  do  not  account 
for  the  success,  inward  as  well  as  outward,  which  our 
fifty  years'  retrospect  recalls.  Two  things  at  least 
may  be  asserted  in  this  connection.  Joining  the 
membership  here  was  not  made  easy.  There  was  no 
lowering  of  the  standard,  no  widening  of  the  portal, 
for  the  sake  of  numbers.  Nor  was  Duncan  Street 
a  mere  suburban  retreat  for  United  Presbyterians 
unwilling  to  walk  in  to  city  churches.  Many  of  its 
most  interested  and  useful  members  and  office-bearers 
were  attracted  to  the  Church,  not  by  reason  of  Pres- 
byterian training  or  attachment  to  denominational 
principles,  but  chiefly  by  their  recognising  that  the 
atmosphere  in  which  the  Congregation  lived  and 
wrought  was  one  of  affectionate  loyalty  and  devotion 
to  the  Crucified  Redeemer,  and  that  the  life  and  work 
of  the  Church  had  in  them  those  influences  which 
quicken    and    strengthen   that   loyalty  and   devotion. 
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Also,  it  may  with  equal  confidence  be  asserted  that 
the  Congregation  did  not  attempt  to  provide  any 
other  attraction.  Its  ministers  had  no  special  dis- 
tinctions of  a  literary,  oratorical,  or  sensational 
order  to  mark  them  out  conspicuously  in  the 
life  of  the  city ;  its  buildings  have  been  service- 
able, but  not  peculiarly  attractive ;  its  services  as 
plain  as  Presbyterian  services  can  well  be.  It 
has  never  been  an  advertising  Church,  and  it  very 
seldom  figured  in  the  public  prints.  Only  on  one 
brief  occasion  did  it  emerge  into  notoriety,  and  that 
was  by  the  action  of  others  rather  than  from  any 
desire  or  effort  of  its  own  to  draw  the  eyes  of  the 
public  to  its  work.  For  the  most  part,  it  has  pursued 
the  even  tenor  of  its  way  in  quiet  but  faithful  service 
for  the  good  of  the  district  and  the  progress  of  God's 
kingdom  in  the  earth.  It  is  to  be  remembered, 
further,  that  the  outward  conditions  have  not  all  been 
favourable  to  increase  of  members  and  prosperity. 
Four  United  Presbyterian  congregations  now  share 
with  it  the  district  it  was  intended  to  serve.  Other 
denominations  have  increased  their  congregations. 
There  has  been  no  lack  of  what  worldly  men  might 
reckon  as  competitive  agencies.  But,  notwithstand- 
ing, Newington  not  only  achieved  but  has  maintained 
a  distinctly  characteristic  success,  as  a  vigorous, 
active,  fruitful  Congregation,  held  in  honour  for  its 
work's  sake. 

Beginning   with   a    membership    of  thirty-six,   the 
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Congregation  numbered  ninety-nine  at  the  close  of 
1848 — a  fact  which  led  the  late  Dr  William  B.  Robert- 
son to  remark  at  its  first  annual  soiree  that  he  had 
discovered  in  Duncan  Street  those  for  whom  the 
commentators  had  been  searching  for  centuries,  the 
"  ninety  and  nine  just  persons  which  need  no  repent- 
ance." In  November  1863,  it  entered  this  building 
with  a  membership  of  615,  which  in  a  few  years  rose 
to  670.  From  1868  to  1878  the  numbers  varied  from 
year  to  year,  a  little  below  or  a  little  above  700.  The 
formation  of  Rosehall  and  Argyle  Place  was  gained 
by  a  large  surrender  of  members  here,  a  surrender 
most  cheerfully  made,  and  in  a  few  years  almost 
entirely  retrieved  ;  just  as  the  diminution  of  numbers 
due  to  the  prolonged  vacancy  in  the  pastorate  eight 
years  ago,  has  already  been  almost  made  up  again. 
And  throughout  all  the  changes  in  the  personnel  of 
the  Congregation,  there  has  been  a  steady  progress  in 
all  the  best  elements  of  congregational  prosperity  and 
power. 

Men  speak  of  the  supposed  powerlessness  of  the 
gospel  to  attract  and  keep  the  people  in  face  of  the 
competitive  influences  of  literary  and  scientific  asso- 
ciations and  various  forms  of  intellectual  or  social 
culture.  But  can  any  associations  of  a  secular  or 
semi-secular  order  show  a  record  equal  to  that  of  an 
earnest  Christian  congregation,  in  regard  to  persist- 
ency of  influence  and  continuity  of  power  amid 
the    manifold    changes    of    the    years,    and    to    the 
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strength  of  its  hold  upon  its  adherents,  as  seen 
in  the  steadfastness  of  their  support  and  the  un- 
weariedness  of  their  labours  ?  We  review  to-day  a 
history,  the  retrospect  of  which  is  an  inspiration  of 
hope,  because  it  reveals  an  attractive  and  sustaining 
force,  whose  strength  knows  no  decay,  whose  energy 
is  increasingly  powerful,  whose  hold  upon  the  heart 
and  conscience  has  not  weakened.  True,  congrega- 
tions have  come  and  gone  during  the  fifty  years. 
Memory  can  fill  and  refill  the  pews  with  the  familiar 
forms  of  those  who  seemed  while  they  worshipped 
here  to  be  necessary  to  the  continuance  of  the  Church's 
work,  but  who  were  not  suffered  to  continue  by  reason 
of  death.  Fifty  years  tell  a  tale  of  change  which 
brings  before  the  mind's  eye  the  congregation  of  the 
dead  as  larger  than  that  of  the  living.  Of  the  ninety- 
nine  original  members  who  sat  at  Mr  Robertson's 
first  communion,  only  two  remain  on  our  Communion 
Roll ;  of  the  615  members  who  entered  this  building 
thirty-four  years  ago,  only  thirty-two ;  of  the  670  over 
whom  I  was  called  to  minister  in  May  1872,  only 
seventy-seven  remain  in  connection  with  the  Congre- 
gation to-day.  The  fathers,  where  are  they  ?  Some 
of  them  live  still,  in  the  sons  whom  God  has  called  to 
their  vacant  places  here  ;  all  of  them  in  the  unchang- 
ing vitality  of  the  Congregation,  whose  life  and  work 
were  the  objects  of  their  prayer  and  service,  and 
which  abides  strong,  fit,  ready  for  all  the  labour  which 
the  needs  of  to-day  require  at  its  hands.    And  winding 
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through  all  the  changeful  years,  linking  together  the 
families  and  individuals  to  whom  Newington  has  been 
an  influence  for  good,  there  is  that  recognition  of  a 
true  Christian  fellowship  in  "  the  power  of  an  endless 
life"  in  Him  who  was,  and  is,  and  shall  be  here  the 
strength  of  the  gospel  ministry,  the  inspiration  of 
worship,  the  sustaining  power  of  work,  the  bond  of 
congregational  unity,  the  sum  and  substance  of 
Church  progress  and  prosperity.  Nothing  attracts 
and  keeps  like  the  message  of  the  cross  ;  nothing 
survives,  as  it  does,  all  changes  of  ministry  and 
membership  in  a  living  faith,  an  undying  love, 
ever  renewing  their  outward  forms  as  they  adapt 
themselves  to  ceaselessly  changing  conditions,  yet 
ever  retaining  the  spiritual  energy  which  is  their  life, 
their  growth,  their  ever-increasing  attractiveness  and 
power. 

III.  The  Cross  of  Christ,  the  Inspiration  of  Christian 
Effort  and  Missionary  Enterprise.  "  I,  if  I  be  lifted 
up  from  the  earth,  will  draw  all  men  unto  Me." 

The  request  of  the  Greeks  suggested  to  Jesus  a 
line  of  thought  deeply  stirring  His  own  heart,  and  the 
expression  of  which  was  intended  to  detach  His  dis- 
ciples from  their  fondly  cherished  conception  of  His 
kingdom  as  earthly  and  national.  The  corn  of  wheat 
was  to  fall  into  the  ground  and  die  :  the  soul  of  the 
Redeemer  was  to  be  made  an  offering  for  sin,  that 
the  pleasure  of  Jehovah — the  redemption  of  sinners — 
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might  prosper  in  His  hands.  The  hour  was  come  for 
which  He  had  come  into  the  world.  In  this  crisis  of 
the  world,  Greeks  as  well  as  Jews  had  an  interest. 
All,  not  the  Chosen  People  only,  were  to  be  influenced 
by  this  lifting  up  of  the  substitute  Sin-bearer,  on 
whom  Jehovah  had  caused  to  meet  the  iniquities  of 
us  all.  But  this  general  reference  of  the  death  of 
Christ  to  mankind  sinners  as  such,  to  use  a  phrase 
very  familiar  to  the  men  of  1848,  gives  a  world-wide 
outlook  and  a  far-reaching  inspiration  to  Christian 
love  and  to  the  aims  and  efforts  of  a  Christian  con- 
gregation. My  individual  interest  in  the  death  of 
Christ — the  One  for  the  all — involves  individual  re- 
sponsibility for  me,  as  a  saved  sinner,  to  make  the 
cross  and  its  message  known  to  the  all  for  whom 
Christ  died.  Every  believer  a  missionary ;  every 
congregation  a  missionary  society ;  the  gospel  re- 
ceived, an  incentive,  an  inspiration,  a  blessed  com- 
pulsion to  give  the  gospel  to  all  men  everywhere, 
as  we  have  or  can  create  opportunity — are  not  these 
the  dominant  notes  of  the  gospel  preaching  and  of 
the  Church  life  associated  with  the  history  of  this 
Congregation  ? 

Duncan  Street  was  purchased  as  much  for  the  sake 
of  mission  work  in  Causewayside  as  for  the  con- 
venience of  suburban  United  Presbyterians.  Within 
a  few  months  a  Christian  Instruction  Agency  was 
instituted  to  visit  the  careless  and  indifferent,  and 
to  carry  the  gospel  to    those  who  knew  it  not.      A 
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Sabbath  School  and  Bible  Classes  were  established  ; 
a  variety  of  social  and  industrial  methods  were  em- 
ployed to  interest  and  elevate  the  people  ;  a  Day 
School  was  built  and  well  equipped,  in  which  for 
more  than  thirty  years,  until  national  education 
became  a  reality,  the  Congregation  provided  the  chief 
means  for  the  secular  and  religious  education  of  the 
children  of  the  district,  without  the  acceptance  of  a 
penny  from  public  funds ;  a  missionary  was  ap- 
pointed, and  all  the  departments  of  an  effective 
Home  Mission  set  in  operation.  The  neighbouring 
hamlets  of  Echobank,  Parkneuk,  and  Liberton  Dams 
were  soon  annexed  to  satisfy  the  growing  hunger  of 
the  Congregation  for  mission  work,  additional  mis- 
sionaries being  engaged  ;  and,  as  long  as  it  was  neces- 
sary to  bear  the  burden,  it  was  its  joyous  privilege  to 
labour  that  "  the  scattered  villages "  should  prolong 
"  the  cheerful  notes "  of  gospel  testimony  begun  in 
this  our  "  city  of  the  Lord." 

Work  for  the  children  was  an  early,  and  at  the 
time  a  specially  distinctive  feature  of  the  Church's 
service  for  Christ.  Children's  sermons  and  ad- 
dresses in  the  Church  were  familiar  in  Newington 
when  they  were  rare  elsewhere.  Forenoon  ser- 
vices for  the  children  of  non-churchgoing  parents 
were  conducted  in  our  mission  districts  before  the 
country  heard  of  Foundry  Boys'  Societies  or  Chil- 
dren's Churches.  The  work  of  four  Sabbath  Schools, 
with  their  accompaniments  of  Juvenile  Libraries  and 
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Missionary  Society,  Sewing,  Singing,  and  Industrial 
Classes,  was  kept  going,  while  Penny  Savings'  Banks, 
Temperance,  and  Band  of  Hope  work,  Working  Men's 
Club  and  Courses  of  Lectures  had  their  place  and 
power  in  changing  the  habits  of  young  and  old.  The 
Congregation  lived  for  the  Home  Mission,  for  whose 
sake  it  had  been  formed  ;  and  the  Home  Mission 
largely  made  and  maintained  the  Congregation,  All 
the  labour  expended  came  back,  "  good  measure, 
pressed  down    .    .    .    and  running  over." 

The  "  running  over "  was  in  bountiful  streams  of 
blessing  to  "  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth."  From 
the  beginning  of  its  history  the  Congregation  mani- 
fested its  interest  in  Foreign  Missions.  The  circulation 
of  missionary  intelligence,  the  holding  of  missionary 
prayer  meetings,  the  systematic  training  in  giving  for 
Missions,  and  very  specially  the  hospitable  welcome 
and  sympathetic  reception  of  missionaries  returning 
from  their  spheres  of  labour  to  tell  what  God  had 
wrought  by  them,  did  much  to  foster  missionary 
interest,  which  was  greatly  deepened  by  the  pre- 
sence of  representatives  of  missionary  families,  of 
missionaries  home  on  furlough,  and  of  students  train- 
ing for  the  foreign  field,  associated  with  the  Congre- 
gation as  members  or  seatholders.  The  thoughts  and 
prayers  of  missionaries  in  Jamaica,  Calabar,  CafTraria, 
and  India  are  mingling  with  ours  to-day  in  memory 
of  preparation  for  missionary  service  received  in  con- 
nection with  this  Church.     Honoured  servants  of  God 
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in  Canada,  the  United  States,  and  Australasia  are 
remembering  our  Jubilee  occasion,  and  linking  them- 
selves in  spiritual  fellowship  with  the  Congregation 
as  in  days  gone  by  ;  while  there  come  back  upon  our 
memories  the  names  of  many  who  were  among  the 
bravest  soldiers  of  the  cross  in  the  high  places  of  the 
field,  and  have  passed  to  their  crown,  who  caught 
or  nourished  their  missionary  enthusiasm  in  com- 
munion with  us  here.  Frequently  have  missionaries 
of  our  own  and  other  Churches  told  me  that 
nowhere  did  they  find  a  warmer  glow  of  missionary 
feeling,  or  more  hearty  and  sympathetic  welcome, 
than  in  this  Congregation.  The  first  meeting 
held  in  this  building  after  its  opening  was  for  the 
ordination  of  a  foreign  missionary,  and  the  enlarge- 
ment of  congregational  resources  in  entering  on  the 
new  Church  was  signalised  by  a  forward  movement, 
the  Congregation  undertaking  to  pay  the  salary  of 
its  own  missionary  in  India,  for  many  years  the  Rev. 
William  Robb,  and  afterwards  Rev.  Manawar  Khan 
of  Todgurh.  For  some  years  Foreign  Mission  con- 
tributions reached  a  very  large  figure,  owing  to  the 
exceptional  gifts  of  two  wealthy  members,  which 
could  not  be  replaced  after  their  death  ;  but  while 
there  was  on  this  account  decrease  in  amount, 
there  was  along  with  it  a  widening  of  the  area  of 
missionary  interest  and  a  broadening  of  the  basis 
of  missionary  contribution.  Each  new  development 
of    our    denominational     missionary    enterprise    was 
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eagerly  welcomed  and  responded  to  ;  while  there  was 
at  the  same  time  a  public -spirited  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  London  and  other  Missionary  Societies 
regularly  represented  in  the  pulpit,  in  the  Home 
Schemes  of  the  Church,  in  Church  Extension  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  in  the  benevolent  institutions  of 
the  city.  In  all  these,  as  in  other  respects,  we  have 
fallen  far  short  of  our  duty  and  our  privilege  ;  but 
certainly  the  Congregation  has  not  failed  to  keep  the 
missionary  aspect  of  evangelical  truth  constantly 
before  it,  to  aim  at  being  in  a  very  definite  sense 
a  missionary  society,  and  to  foster  that  missionary 
enthusiasm  which  is  the  highest  manifestation  to  the 
world  of  the  spirit  of  Him  who  was  lifted  up  from  the 
earth,  that  He  might  draw  all  men  unto  Himself. 

Ere  passing  from  this  branch  of  my  subject,  a 
sentence  may  be  uttered  as  to  the  widespread  in- 
fluence of  the  Congregation  and  its  work.  Large 
numbers  of  students  training  for  the  ministry  were 
year  by  year  connected  with  our  fellowship,  of  whom 
sixty  can  be  traced,  most  of  them  occupying  posi- 
tions of  usefulness  in  our  own  and  other  lands. 
Not  a  few  who  have  made  their  mark  in  public 
life,  in  the  paths  of  literature,  or  in  the  social 
and  philanthropic  work  of  this  great  city,  have  been 
associated  with  us  ;  and  in  my  visitation  of  the 
Churches  I  am  constantly  being  welcomed  by  office- 
bearers and  workers  who  thankfully  acknowledge 
their   obligations    to    the    services    of  the    sanctuary 
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here,  to  the  instructions  received  in  Sabbath  School 
or  Bible  Class,  or  to  the  kindly  fellowship  and 
stimulus  of  our  Young  Men's  Societies.  Teachers 
and  other  workers  here  who  have  toiled  long  years, 
and  perhaps  have  been  able  to  trace  comparatively 
small  results  of  their  labours,  may  be  encouraged 
by  the  testimony  which  I  am  enabled  to  give,  that  far 
and  wide  a  missionary  influence  of  the  highest  order 
is  being  exerted  by  those  who  were  taught  in  our 
classes,  laid  hold  of  for  Christ  in  our  mission  district, 
or  brought  to  decision  and  trained  for  service  in 
connection  with  the  Congregation. 

IV.  The  Cross  of  Christ,  the  Centre  of  Christian 
Communion  and  Social  Fellowship.  "  I,  if  I  be  lifted 
up  from  the  earth,  will  draw  all  men  unto  Me" 

"  He  draws  them  to  Himself,"  to  quote  Dr  Brown's 
exposition  again,  "in  the  holy  institutions  of  Chris- 
tian worship.  He  dwells  on  earth  in  His  churches,  .  .  . 
and  thither  by  His  Spirit  He  draws  all  His  people 
to  have  fellowship  with  Him  and  with  one  another  ; 
draws  them  effectually — they  cannot  stay  away  from 
what  our  fathers  significantly  called  His  '  trysting 
places.' "  Union  with  Christ  as  the  living  Head  of 
the  Church  involves  union  with  the  members  of  His 
body,  the  Church.  The  appropriation  of  Christ  by 
faith  is  the  necessary  condition  of  a  true  Church 
connection,  and  it  is  a  communion  we  join  when  we 
are  admitted  to  the  membership  of  a  Christian  con- 
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gregation — a  communion  which  is  intended  to  be 
the  pledge  and  initiation  of  a  social  fellowship,  the 
closeness  and  friendliness  of  which  are  the  best  guar- 
antees of  happy  and  prosperous  Church  life,  and  of 
that  mutual  helpfulness  and  united  service  which 
Church  life  is  intended  to  ensure. 

The  idea  of  a  Christian  congregation  as  imbued 
with  a  family  feeling,  and  maintaining  a  social  fellow- 
ship which  would  express  it,  was  present  to  the  minds 
of  the  founders  of  the  Church,  and  has  been  kept 
steadily  in  view  all  through  its  history.  In  Duncan 
Street,  as  in  most  new  charges,  the  family  feeling  was 
maintained  with  comparative  ease  and  in  full  strength, 
and  many  retain  to  this  day  peculiarly  happy  memories 
of  the  kindly  intercourse  and  the  warm  glow  of  Chris- 
tian love  which  marked  not  only  the  Church  meetings, 
but  also  the  social  relations  of  the  members  from 
forty  to  fifty  years  ago.  As  the  Congregation  grew 
in  size,  and  especially  after  the  removal  to  Grange 
Road,  it  became  much  more  difficult  to  secure  the 
same  degree  of  familiar  association  of  the  members 
with  one  another.  The  forms  of  social  intercourse 
necessarily  varied  as  the  years  went  on.  The  little 
gatherings  for  prayer  and  fellowship  in  the  homes  of 
members,  so  helpful  and  pleasant  when  the  member- 
ship was  small,  were  exchanged  for  meetings  in  the 
Church  Hall  or  adjoining  rooms,  in  connection  with 
the  various  associations  of  workers.  The  organisa- 
tion of  work  kept  pace  with  the  growth  of  member- 
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ship,  and  every  effort  was  made  to  bring  all  into 
touch  with  the  common  service,  to  make  the  members 
acquainted  with  one  another,  and  to  render  the  com- 
munion and  fellowship  of  the  Church  a  reality. 

It  is  often  made  a  complaint  that  in  Presbyterian 
Scotland  church  buildings  are  only  open  one  day  a 
week.  That  complaint  could  not  be  made  in  Newing- 
ton.  Every  day  of  the  week,  even  including  Saturday, 
found  these  buildings  open  for  the  meeting  of  some 
association  or  band  of  workers  for  praise  or  prayer  or 
the  administration  of  the  Church's  affairs.  A  gentle- 
man joining  the  Church  with  his  family  said  to  me, 
on  handing  me  their  "  lines,"  "  What  impressed  me 
most  the  first  day  I  worshipped  here  was  your  inti- 
mations." Certainly  they  were  numerous  enough  to 
impress  a  stranger.  From  eighteen  to  twenty  services 
and  meetings  of  one  kind  and  another  were  regularly 
held  every  week,  in  addition  to  the  occasional  meetings 
which  at  certain  seasons  were  very  taxing  to  a  minis- 
ter's strength.  Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  these 
meetings  were  merely  pleasant  reunions,  having  their 
end  in  maintaining  social  intercourse.  There  was  a 
serious  purpose  in  them  all,  an  earnest  endeavour 
after  spiritual  impression  and  fruit,  a  subordination  of 
everything  to  the  one  great  aim  of  quickening  interest 
and  activity  in  the  Lord's  work,  so  as  to  draw  the 
members  closer  to  one  another  by  uniting  them 
more  truly  to  the  Saviour  and  to  the  service  of  His 
kingdom. 
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Time  would  fail  me  to  indicate  fully  the  rami- 
fications of  the  social  life  of  the  Congregation. 
Missionary  interest  was  deepened  by  four  congrega- 
tional missionary  meetings  each  winter  for  Home, 
Foreign,  Juvenile,  and  Zenana  Mission  work  respec- 
tively. The  children  were  cared  for  by  special  sermons 
and  addresses  from  the  pulpit,  by  annual  gatherings  in 
the  schools,  and  by  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Sab- 
bath School  Association  for  conference  and  prayer. 
The  roll  of  baptized  non-communicants  was  carefully 
kept  up,  one  elder  being  set  apart  for  young  men  and 
another  for  young  women  who  were  not  yet  in  full 
membership.  There  were  special  gatherings  from 
time  to  time  of  parents,  of  young  persons  about  an 
age  at  which  decision  for  Christ  might  be  specially 
pressed  upon  them,  and  of  domestic  servants.  The 
Young  Men's  Literary  Society  and  the  Sabbath 
Morning  Fellowship  Association  did  much  to  foster 
a  friendly  spirit  among  the  young  men,  and  were 
specially  helpful  to  not  a  few  who  came  as  strangers 
to  our  city ;  while  the  Young  Women's  Christian 
Association  and  the  Christian  Endeavour  Society 
have  been  later  growths  of  great  value  in  the 
same  direction.  Nor  was  such  work  done  only 
by  associations.  Many  have  told  me  they  became 
attenders  on  the  services  here,  and  afterwards 
attached  themselves  to  the  Church,  attracted  by 
the  kindly  hand  shake  and  cordial  welcome  accorded 
to    them     as    strangers    by    private    members,    and 


3^  Jubilee  Memorial. 

by  the  manifest  homeliness  and  warmth  of  the 
congregational  life.  Meetings  for  the  introduction 
of  new  members,  the  social  meetings  of  our  various 
associations  of  workers  and  in  connection  with  our 
Home  Mission  work,  were,  I  believe,  highly  prized 
for  their  spiritual  stimulus  and  helpfulness,  and  were 
by  no  means  the  least  profitable  of  the  religious  ser- 
vices in  which  we  sought  the  deepening  and  the 
strengthening  of  spiritual  life,  and  a  more  complete 
consecration  to  the  service  of  Christ.  In  and  through 
them  we  were  largely  helped  to  maintain  that  spirit  of 
unity  and  harmony,  that  social  friendliness,  that  trust 
in  one  another  and  common  pride  in  the  Congrega- 
tion's good  name,  which  appear  to  me,  from  my  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  thirty-seven  out  of  the  fifty  years 
of  its  history,  to  have  been,  in  a  high  degree,  charac- 
teristic features  of  the  Congregation's  life  and  work. 

And  now  I  must  close  this  retrospect,  however 
tempted  to  linger  among  the  grateful  memories  of 
youth's  highest  privileges  and  manhood's  happiest 
labours.  Detailed  narrative  of  events  in  the  Con- 
gregation will  be  given  to  you  in  another  form, 
and  could  not  with  propriety  be  attempted  by  me. 
Nor  have  I  thought  it  fitting  in  a  pulpit  discourse  to 
name  and  characterise  individual  office-bearers  to 
whom  this  Church  owed  much  of  its  upbuilding  and 
success — men  whose  names  and  memorial  are  worthy 
to  be  held  in  honour  among  us  for  the  obligations 
their  work  has  laid  us  under.     We  think  and  speak 
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of  the  past  under  the  shadow  of  the  cross,  and  in 
prospect  of  surrounding  the  communion  table.  We 
would  "  see  no  man  save  Jesus  only,"  the  all  and  in 
all  to  the  Church  as  to  the  individual  believer.  In 
communion  with  Him,  we  realise  our  fellowship  with 
those  who  loved  and  served  Him  here,  and  now  have 
entered  into  the  joy  of  their  Lord  in  the  ministries  of 
the  heavenly  sanctuary. 

"  One  family  we  dwell  in  Him, 
One  Church,  above,  beneath  ; 
Though  now  divided  by  the  stream, 
The  narrow  stream  of  death." 

To-day  we  recall  the  services  of  many  who  have  not 
been  suffered  to  continue  by  reason  of  death;  but  He 
who  made  them  what  they  were,  in  whom  they  lived 
and  wrought,  is  with  us  still, — "  Jesus  Christ,  the  same 
yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever."  Realising  His  pre- 
sence, knowing  the  drawing  of  His  wondrous  love,  we 
surround  the  table,  and  engage  in  that  service  which, 
all  through  the  years,  has  been  most  characteristic 
of  our  common  joy  and  service  in  the  Lord,  with  a 
thankfulness  and  a  hope  worthy  of  His  love  and 
faithfulness. 

We  thank  Him  for  all  the  past — for  the  faithful 
presentation  of  saving  truth,  for  the  sight  of  a 
crucified  and  risen  Saviour,  for  the  experience  of 
the  power  of  the  Spirit,  for  the  words  of  wise 
counsel,  affectionate  entreaty,  tender  sympathy;  for 
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companionship  and  co-operation  with  those  whose 
very  presence  was  an  inspiration,  and  the  memory 
of  whose  friendship  is  a  source  of  strength  to  us 
in  every  conflict  of  life  ;  for  the  joy  of  service,  for 
the  training  which  has  made  our  lives  more  useful, 
and  for  the  springs  of  much  that  has  made 
our  homes  happy,  our  work  fruitful,  and  our 
faith  and  hope  steadfast  and  clear.  Truly  "  we 
have  a  goodly  heritage  " — we  whose  years  of  Chris- 
tian profession  and  service  have  been  chiefly  spent 
in  or  influenced  by  the  atmosphere  of  this  Congre- 
gation. Are  we  worthy  of  our  past?  Are  we  re- 
presenting in  Christian  character  and  service  the 
value  of  our  privileges?  Does  not  remembrance  of 
the  way  by  which  the  Lord  hath  led  us,  humble  us 
and  prove  us  and  search  our  hearts  ?  Does  it  not 
become  us  to  approach  the  table  of  the  Lord  in 
contrition  of  heart  over  past  failure  and  neglect,  to 
seek  a  new  consecration  and  surrender  to  Christ,  our 
Passover  sacrificed  for  us,  by  appropriating  Him  as 
our  all  and  in  all  for  the  years  to  come? 

Ought  not  our  thankfulness  to  blossom  into  hope? 
"The  Lord  hath  been  mindful  of  us:  He  will  bless 
us.  .  .  .  The  Lord  shall  increase  you  more  and 
more,  you  and  your  children."  We  need  not 
undervalue  the  past  or  depreciate  its  distinctive 
glory  in  order  to  impress  upon  our  minds  the  truth 
that  for  congregations  as  for  individuals  "the  glory 
that    excelleth"    is    in    the    future.       These   Jubilee 
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Services  will  prove  a  melancholy  and  sinful  failure 
if  they  serve  only  to  exalt  the  past,  if  they  do 
not  kindle  within  us  all,  and  especially  in  those 
still  privileged  to  worship  and  labour  here,  brighter 
hopes  and  a  more  ardent  zeal  for  the  future 
prosperity  and  power  of  the  Congregation.  We 
cannot  better  gather  up  our  grateful  memories  of 
God's  wonderful  works  and  gracious  thoughts  than 
in  the  earnest  prayer  that  the  ministry  now 
exercised  here  may  be  more  consecrated  and  more 
fruitful  than  any  which  preceded  it ;  that  the  office- 
bearers and  workers  and  members  may  walk  on 
higher  levels  of  faith  and  endeavour,  in  closer  com- 
munion with  Christ,  in  simpler  reliance  on  His  Spirit, 
than  their  predecessors  ;  that  the  families  of  the  flock 
may  be  so  filled  with  and  led  by  the  Spirit  as  to 
show  to  the  generation  to  come  a  clearer,  fuller,  more 
convincing  manifestation  of  the  wisdom  and  power  of 
God  in  the  cross  of  Christ  than  those  who  belong  to 
the  past  have  been  enabled  to  do  ;  and  that  in  the 
years  to  come  as  in  those  gone  by  many  souls  may 
be  won  here  to  the  knowledge  and  love  and  service 
of  Him  who  was  lifted  up  that  He  might  draw  all 
men  unto  Himself.  Alas!  how  many  have  resisted 
that  drawing  power  in  the  past !  how  many  have  har- 
dened their  hearts  against  the  offers  of  gospel  mercy 
and  the  pleadings  of  the  Spirit !  how  many  have  sat 
for  years  under  a  gospel  ministry,  and  yet  have 
known  nothing  of  the   joy  of  the  gospel   salvation  ! 
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To-day  the  old  message  is  repeated.  It  comes  to  us 
enshrined  in  tender  memories  of  those  who  loved  it  and 
knew  its  saving  power,  who  "  being  dead  yet  speak  ,r 
to  us,  in  the  accents  we  know  so  well,  of  the  finished 
work  and  perfect  sacrifice  which  meets  our  every  need 
and  assures  to  us,  if  we  yield  ourselves  to  its  claim 
upon  us,  every  blessing  of  the  Spirit  for  time  and  for 
eternity.  Forbid  it,  Lord,  that  any  of  us  should 
neglect  so  great  salvation,  should  meet  the  privileges 
of  this  sanctuary  as  condemning  witnesses  on  the 
day  of  account,  or  should  know  its  memories  as 
adding  to  the  pangs  of  self-accusing  remorse  in  the 
light  of  eternity.     Draw  us  all  unto  Thyself.     Amen. 


Communion  Service* 

In  the  afternoon  the  Congregation  and  not  a  few 
friends  formerly  associated  with  them  in  the  work  of 
the  Church  sat  down  at  the  table  of  the  Lord.  It 
was  an  impressive  and  memorable  occasion.  Grati- 
tude was  the  keynote  of  the  whole  service,  which  was 
conducted  with  much  acceptance  by  our  pastor  and 
Mr  Young,  the  former  of  whom  appropriately  raised 
the  thoughts  of  the  communicants  from  the  men  to 
the  Master,  and  spoke  of  the  grander  commemoration 
referred  to  in  the  words  he  had  chosen  as  his  text, 
"  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  Me." 
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Cbe  €uening  Service, 

Conducted  by  the  Rev.  John  Smith,  D.D.,  of 
Broughton  Place  U.P.  Church  (an  old  friend  of 
Newington),  again  brought  together  a  large  congrega- 
tion. Dr  Smith  had  announced  his  subject  as  "  The 
Undying  Responsibility  of  the  Church,"  and  taking  as 
his  text  Acts  v.  32,  "We  are  His  witnesses,"  preached 
an  able,  interesting,  and  eminently  suitable  discourse. 


Social  Gathering  in  Rail. 

Monday  Evening,  10th  January  1898. 

WITH  the  view  of  carrying  out  the  wish  of  the 
Committee,  that  this  should  be  as  far  as  possible 
a  reunion  of  the  members  and  adherents  of  the 
Congregation  with  former  members  and  friends, 
invitation  circulars  and  a  copy  of  the  Jubilee  Pro- 
gramme had  been  forwarded  to  as  many  ministers 
and  others,  formerly  connected  with  Newington,  as 
could  be  traced.  A  large  and  happy  gathering  was 
the  result.  Past  and  present  united  in  glad  com- 
memoration. Friends  met  who  had  not  seen  each 
other  for  years.  Interested  groups  gathered  before 
the  portraits  on  the  walls,  or  encircled  the  tables  of 
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"  relics,"  presided  over  by  our  two  "  Jubilee  Missionary 
Collectors."  Old  "  battles "  were  fought  over  again, 
forgotten  stories  were  recalled,  broken  threads  were 
picked  up,  and  tender  memories  were  stirred  of  men 
and  days  that  were  gone. 

Among  the  interesting  exhibits  displayed  on  the 
tables  were  original  copies  of  the  programmes  of  the 
"Soiree,"  held  on  ioth  January  1848  in  connection 
with  the  opening  of  "Duncan  Street,"  and  of  the  First 
Anniversary  Social  Meeting  held  the  following  year. 
The  card  of  admission  to  the  opening  services  on  9th 
October  1848  was  also  there,  and  the  silver  pre- 
sentation trowel  with  which  Mr  Robertson  laid  the 
foundation  stone  of  the  Grange  Road  Church.  There 
were  also  to  be  seen  a  specimen  of  Mr  Robertson's 
unique  sermon-manuscripts,  and  the  original  '  Scrip- 
ture Clock  "  which  led  Mr  Robertson  to  set  so  many 
young  heads  and  hands  working  for  him.  The  memo- 
rial presented  to  the  Session  by  twenty-three  young 
men  in  1864,  asking  permission  to  use  the  Session 
Room  for  the  meetings  of  a  Literary  Society,  awoke 
much  interest,  as  did  also  a  map  of  Causewayside  as 
it  was  ninety  years  ago,  and  pictures  of  Broadstairs 
and  other  portions  of  the  Mission  District,  once  the 
scene  of  many  a  memorable  meeting  or  lively  incident, 
but  now  swept  away. 


Rev.    JflfTlES     S.    RAE, 
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Public  meeting  in  Church. 

Tha  social  function  over,  an  adjournment  was 
made  to  the  Church,  where,  when  our  pastor  took 
the  chair,  surrounded  by  his  Session,  the  speakers, 
and  several  of  the  ministers  of  the  neighbourhood, 
a  goodly  gathering  had  assembled.  Prayer  having 
been  offered  by  Rev.  James  M.  Scott,  of  Leith, 
the  Chairman,  in  the  course  of  his  opening  remarks, 
referred  to  the  many  changes  that  had  taken  place  in 
the  Church  during  the  fifty  years  of  its  existence,  and 
spoke  of  the  growth  of  places  of  worship  in  the  district 
during  that  time.  He  also  spoke  of  the  work  that 
had  been  done  by  the  elders,  teachers,  and  missionaries 
of  the  Congregation,  and  paid  a  high  tribute  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  staff  of  workers  at  present  engaged 
in  the  congregational  activities.  He  closed  by  throw- 
ing out  the  suggestion  that  the  erection  of  a  Memorial 
Hall  for  the  better  accommodation  of  our  Mission 
School  would  be  a  worthy  mode  of  signalising  the 
Jubilee. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Session's  Committee  then  an- 
nounced that  congratulatory  letters  and  telegrams 
and  apologies  for  absence  had  been  received  from  Dr 
John  Robertson,  Stirling  (who  was  expected  to  have 
taken  part  in  the  meeting,  but  was  unavoidably  pre- 
vented from  being  present)  ;  Rev.  John  Meek, 
Gisborne,    Victoria   (the    Congregation's    first    Home 
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Missionary) ;  Professor  J.  G.  Macgregor,  Dalhousie 
College,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia  ;  Rev.  Leonard  Miller, 
Rosehill  Manse,  Jamaica ;  Rev.  Stephen  Wilson, 
Brownsville,  Jamaica  ;  Rev.  Wm.  Ferguson,  Barrow- 
in-Furness  ;  Rev.  Alexander  Baillie,  Blackhill ;  Rev. 
John  Cullen,  D.Sc,  Greenock;  Rev.  R.  G.  Hunter, 
Eday,  Orkney ;  Rev.  R.  D.  B.  Gemmell,  Douglas  ; 
Rev.  Alfred  Garvie,  Montrose;  Rev.  William  Baldwin, 
South  Ronaldshay,  Orkney ;  Rev.  Arch.  B.  Cape, 
Cupar-Fife ;  Rev.  Edward  Marr,  Rathillet ;  Messrs 
Alexander  Aitken  and  James  Taylor,  Edinburgh ; 
Messrs  J.  Scott  Keltie,  Secretary,  Royal  Geographical 
Society,  A.  P.  Watt,  and  William  Taylor,  London  ; 
John  Weston,  Joppa ;  J.  B.  Taylor,  Prestonpans  ; 
William  Miller,  Crieff;  Alexander  Dickson,  Belfast; 
Mrs  Robert  Paterson  and  Mrs  Andrew  Thomson, 
Edinburgh ;  Misses  Howden,  Inverness ;  Mrs  Dr 
Taylor,  Ayton  ;  and  the  Rev.  Manawar  Khan,  the 
Congregation's  Agent  at  Todgurh,  Rajputana,  India. 
Extracts  from  some  of  the  more  interesting  of  the 
above-mentioned  letters  will  be  found  in  the  Appen- 
dix, p.  105. 

A  brief  synopsis  of  the  Congregational  history, 
prepared  by  Mr  Cullen  (see  p.  57),  having  been  read, 
the  Chairman  called  upon  Dr  David  Yellowlees, 
Glasgow,  to  address  the  meeting. 

Dr  YELLOWLEES,  in  his  genial  and  racy  speech,  drew 
a  graphic  picture  of  the  day  of  small  things  in  "  Duncan 
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Street  "  as  he  knew  it.  There  were  people,  he  said, 
who  drew  out  all  that  was  good  in  one,  and  homes 
with  an  atmosphere  in  them  in  which  one  was 
instinctively  at  his  best  at  once.  That  was  "  Duncan 
Street."  These  early  days  were  marked  by  much 
cordiality  of  Christian  fellowship,  great  earnestness  of 
Christian  endeavour,  and  had  about  them  not  a  little 
of  what  he  might  call  the  "  Freemasonry  of  apostolic 
times."  "  Duncan  Street "  took  one  in  ;  it  absorbed 
one.  It  was  a  family  rather  than  a  Congregation. 
If  they  had  not  actually  "  all  things  in  common,"  he 
could  at  any  rate  truthfully  say  that  every  sorrow 
and  every  joy  that  affected  any  of  the  members  was 
immediately  shared  by  the  whole  family.  The  amal- 
gamating power  of  the  love  of  Christ  was  at  work, 
and  the  unwritten  motto  of  the  Church  was — "  One 
Master,  even  Christ,  and  all  brothers."  Duncan  Street 
Church,  too,  was  emphatically  a  Missionary  Church, 
in  which  love  to  Christ  implied  work  for  Christ.  It 
was  the  old  simple  Gospel — man's  sin  and  God's  love 
— that  did  it  all,  giving  grace  to  live,  power  to  serve, 
and  peace  to  die.  To  those  now  in  the  thick  of  the 
battle  a  great  heritage  and  a  corresponding  responsi- 
bility had  come  down.  Let  them  hand  it  on  untar- 
nished to  those  who  would  follow  them ;  and  he  prayed 
that  this  time  of  Jubilee  might  be  the  beginning  of 
blessing  and  new  prosperity. 

After  a  solo  had  been  tastefully  sung  by  Mr  James 
Burnet,   for    many  years  leader  of  psalmody   in  the 
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Congregation  before  the  introduction  of  instrumental 
music, 

Rev.  J.  G.  CRAWFORD,  of  Limekilns,  in  an  in- 
teresting review  of  his  connection  with  Newington, 
after  the  Congregation's  removal  to  the  new  Church 
in  Grange  Road,  dealt  specially  with  the  hold  that 
Church  had  always  taken  on  young  men.  Touching 
sympathetically  on  what  he  called  "  the  pathos  of  the 
empty  pew,"  Mr  Crawford,  with  a  few  rapid  touches 
recalled  the  faces  and  sketched  the  characters  of  many 
who  seemed  to  rise  before  him  as  he  looked  round 
the  Church — Duncan  M'Laren,  M.P.,  Thomas  Knox, 
James  Young,  Robert  Paterson,  James  Middlemass  ; 
and  in  dealing  with  the  important  work  done  by  the 
Young  Men's  Association,  mentioned  that  William 
Durham,  the  prototype  of  Ian  Maclaren's  "  Lad  o' 
Pairts,"  had  been  an  active  member  of  the  Literary 
Society,  and  an  occasional  contributor  to  its  Manu- 
script Magazine.  Three  features  of  Newington  stood 
out  specially  in  his  retrospect — loyalty  to  the  minister, 
the  brotherhood  of  its  home  life,  and  the  enthusiasm  of 
its  Christian  work.  As  for  the  future,  Mr  Crawford 
reminded  his  hearers  that  they  had  the  same  Master, 
the  same  field,  and  the  same  work,  and  assured  them 
that  they  would  best  extend  the  kingdom  of  God  by 
following  the  example  of  those  who  had  gone  before 
in  sending  out  into  a  busy  world  men  who  would 
carry    into    life    the    fear   of   God    and    the    love   of 
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righteousness.  As  they  looked  back  upon  the  past 
that  night,  let  them  hear  the  voices  that  called  them 
to  a  deeper  consecration,  and  see  the  hands  that 
beckoned  them  on  to  a  more  glorious  future. 

Mr  JAMES  GOODFELLOW,  for  thirty-five  years  the 
Congregation's  valued  missionary  in  the  Causewayside 
District,  next  addressed  the  meeting,  and  gave  an  in- 
teresting review  of  the  history  of  the  Church  from  the 
Home  Mission  standpoint.  After  a  grateful  reference 
to  the  deep  personal  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Dis- 
trict shown  by  the  ministers  of  the  Congregation,  he 
proceeded  to  refer  to  the  various  superintendents 
under  whom  he  had  laboured  during  his  time  of 
service.  The  first  of  these  was  Dr  Lawrence,  whom 
he  characterised  as  a  nearly  perfect  specimen  of  a 
sanctified  man,  in  whose  daily  walk  a  clear  gospel 
was  exemplified,  whose  matured  wisdom  made  his 
counsel  weighty  and  safe,  whose  fortnightly  meetings 
with  the  two  missionaries  in  his  back  room,  like  the 
Shunamite's  "  chamber  on  the  wall,"  were  marked  by 
much  simplicity,  and  never  failed  to  yield  refresh- 
ment. With  such  a  man  anything  else  than  earnest 
work  was  impossible.  On  the  death  of  Dr  Lawrence 
in  1865,  his  place  for  a  short  time  was  taken  by  Mr 
James  Taylor.  Mr  Taylor's  services  as  an  elder  were 
invaluable,  and  as  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  Record 
from  its  beginning  equally  so.  His  presence  amongst 
them  was  always  felt  to  be   a   spiritual   power.      Mr 
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James  Young,  who  followed  Mr  Taylor,  entered  into 
the  work  with  great  spirit,  concentrating  his  efforts  on 
Echobank.  An  interesting  incident  related  by  Mr 
Goodfellow,  when  speaking  of  Mr  Young's  efforts  to 
get  the  men  of  Echobank  out  to  the  meetings,  gives  a 
peep  into  the  social  condition  of  that  part  of  the  Dis- 
trict. A  series  of  readings  was  organised  on  week 
evenings.  At  the  first  meeting,  the  touching  story  of 
"  Rab  and  his  Friends  "  was  read  by  Mr  Young  him- 
self. A  number  of  the  men  were  dog-fanciers,  and 
on  hearing  that  the  reading  for  the  night  was  about 
"  a  dog  fight,"  they  found  their  way  inside  the  hall  for 
the  first  time.  Mr  Young's  greatest  work  was  in  his 
Young  Men's  Class,  from  the  members  of  which,  he 
used  to  say,  he  had  grateful  letters  from  distant  parts 
of  the  world.  Mr  Young  died  in  1873,  anQl  was  suc~ 
ceeded  in  the  superintendence  of  the  Mission  by  the 
late  Mr  James  Paterson,  who  entered  at  once  into  all 
its  activities  with  zeal  and  generous  thoughtfulness, 
his  sympathetic  help  being  readily  given  to  the 
suffering  and  the  needy.  Of  him  it  might  be  said,  he 
was  well  known  and  yet  unknown,  for  his  was  that 
charity  that  vaunteth  not  itself — it  was  done  in 
secret.  Under  Mr  Paterson's  superintendence  the 
work  of  the  Mission  was  fully  maintained  ;  and 
when  the  new  Hall  was  entered  upon,  so  complete 
were  all  the  arrangements  that  the  work  did  not 
lessen.  It  was  a  time  of  happy  co-operation  of 
men  and  women  who  "  laboured  much  in  the  Lord." 
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Mr  Turnbull  and  Mr  Aitken  followed  Mr  Paterson. 
The  former  brought  the  same  conscientious,  unob- 
trusive spirit  into  the  Mission's  work  that  he  exempli- 
fies as  Superintendent  of  the  Mission  Sabbath  School; 
and  Mr  Aitken,  until  failing  health  compelled  him  to 
curtail  his  efforts,  gave  much  personal  interest  to  the 
work.  Referring  to  the  work  carried  on  in  Liberton 
Dams,  Mr  Goodfellow  said  it  was  an  interesting 
station — a  training  school  for  students  and  proba- 
tioners. A  number  of  our  ministers  graduated  there, 
and  "  Grannie  "  Lambert  was  the  Hulda  of  the  place. 
The  Mission  District  had  undergone  many  changes 
since  he  knew  it  first.  Old  buildings  have  been 
swept  away,  but  owing  to  the  erection  of  large  brick 
tenements,  the  population  has  been  increased  instead 
of  diminished.  The  work  was  now  gathered  round 
one  centre,  which  was  proving  of  great  advantage 
both  for  convenience  and  thoroughness.  He  felt  as 
if  the  departed  friends  whom  he  had  named,  and 
other  worthy  men  and  women  who  had  since  followed 
them,  were  present  in  their  reunion  that  night. 
Through  these  familiar  faces  the  Lord  was  bringing 
them  near  the  Unseen,  and  pressing  them  to  rise  to  a 
higher  and  holier  life.  The  future  was  waiting  and 
expecting  to  receive  from  their  hand  their  Jubilee  heri- 
tage unimpaired,  and  with  all  its  fences  and  defences 
complete.  In  closing,  Mr  Goodfellow  referred  to  the 
need  for  work.  It  was  by  the  sweat  of  the  face 
that  spiritual  bread   was  eaten.     They  did   not  float 
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into  success  ;  but  spiritual  results  had  to  be  toiled  for 
by  spiritual  means.  May  this  Jubilee  season  be  a  time 
of  taking  hold  of  God,  and  let  them  pray  that  they 
might  be  led  along  those  high  spiritual  lines  that 
alone  lead  to  success. 

Rev.  Dr  HASTINGS,  of  Palmerston  Place  U.P. 
Church,  as  a  friend  of  the  present  pastor,  followed 
with  a  short  address,  and  spoke  a  word  of  counsel  and 
encouragement  for  the  days  to  come. 

Rev.  Dr  Thomas  Kennedy  then  referred  to  the 
period  of  interregnum  that  had  intervened  between 
Mr  Young's  acceptance  of  the  Synod's  call  to  the 
Home  Mission  Secretaryship  of  the  Church  and  the 
settlement  of  Mr  Rae,  and  in  a  few  happy  sentences 
gave  voice  to  the  hearty  good  wishes  and  congratula- 
tions of  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  in  connection 
with  the  interesting  event  now  being  celebrated. 

The  last  note  was  struck  by  Mr  YOUNG,  who,  in 
moving  an  "  omnibus  vote  of  thanks"  to  all  who  had 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the  Jubilee  meetings, 
took  occasion  to  refer  to  the  important  and  often  for- 
gotten work  done  by  the  "  rank  and  file  "  among  the 
members,  those  whose  names  never  got  into  their 
Reports,  the  Aarons  and  Hurs  who  uphold  the 
minister's  hands,  God's  "  hidden  ones  "  who  bear  the 
work  of  the  Church  on  their  hearts  at  the  throne  of 
grace. 
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The  programme  was  pleasantly  interspersed  with 
sacred  music.  Besides  some  thanksgiving  hymns, 
Mozart's  "  I  will  give  thanks  "  and  the  "  Hallelujah 
Chorus  "  were  effectively  rendered  by  the  Choir,  who 
were  accommodated  in  the  front  seats  of  the  gallery. 

So  ended  our  Jubilee  Commemoration.  It  was  a 
joyous,  an  inspiring  time.  The  whole  Congregation 
has  participated  in  the  benefit.  Old  friends  have  lived 
over  again  in  grateful  memory  days  full  of  work  and 
years  blessing-laden.  Young  people  and  later-comers 
to  the  Church  have  learned  something  of  the  record 
and  traditions  they  are  expected  to  maintain.  And 
now  that  the  Jubilee  is  behind  us,  let  us  hope  that 
all  alike  will  unite  in  fresh  consecration,  and  step 
forward  to  the  untrodden  way  with  increased  zeal  in 
our  work,  greater  cordiality  in  our  fellowship,  and 
more  love  to  our  Master. 


Here  we  raise  our  Ebenezer, 
Hither  by  Thy  help  we've  come, 

And  we  trust  by  Thy  good  favour 
Safely  to  arrive  at  Home." 


HISTORY 


NEWINGTON     U.P.    CHURCH 

PREPARED    FROM    THE 

OFFICIAL    RECORDS    OF   THE    CONGREGATION    AT   THE 

REQUEST   OF   THE    SESSION 

By  Mr  THOMAS  CULLEN,  Preses. 


Believing  that  the  history  of  the  Newington  Congregation 
during  the  past  fifty  years  is  one  well  worthy  of  being  placed  on 
permanent  record,  the  Committee,  with  the  cordial  sanction  of 
the  Session,  asked  Mr  Thomas  Cullen— whose  long  and  intimate 
connection  with  Newington  eminently  qualified  him  for  the 
duty — to  prepare  an  official  narrative  of  the  start,  growth,  and 
progress  of  the  Congregation. 

The  Session  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  their  grateful 
appreciation  of  the  great  pains  and  earnest  zeal  shown  by  their 
honoured  brother  in  the  carrying  out  of  what  has  been  to  him 
from  the  outset  a  labour  of  love. 

Only  a  short  synopsis,  giving  the  main  facts  of  the  following 
detailed  record,  was  read  to  the  meeting,  but  it  is  here  given 
in  full. 


fiistorp  oT  newington  United  Presbpterian 
Cburcb- 


DUNCAN  Street  Chapel,  Newington,  originally 
belonged  to  a  Baptist  lady,  Miss  Aspinal,  who 
lived  in  the  same  street,  and  whose  brother-in-law,  the 
Rev.  James  Clark,  was  minister  of  the  Congregation 
worshipping  in  it.  These  friends  wishing  to  remove 
to  England,  in  1847,  Mr  Clark  made  known  their 
readiness  to  dispose  of  the  property.  Three  young 
men  —  Robert  Paterson,  James  Middlemass,  and 
Andrew  Taylor — belonging  to  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church,  formed  the  resolution  to  secure  it  for 
that  Denomination,  and,  after  consultation  with 
members  of  the  Presbytery  and  other  friends,  were 
enabled  to  purchase  it  for  the  purpose  of  beginning  a 
new  United  Presbyterian  Congregation  for  the  South 
Side. 

At  this  period  the  Newington  District  did  not 
extend  beyond  the  foot  of  Minto  Street,  what  is  now 
Mayfield  being  market-gardens.  The  Grange  estate, 
now  covered  by  villas  and  streets,  was  then  fields 
and  market-gardens,  and  the  Grange  Road  was  little 
better  than  an  ordinary  farm  track.     Feuing  on  the 
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estate  had,  however,  been  begun,  and,  with  the  cer- 
tainty of  an  increasing  population,  the  prospects  of 
the  new  cause  were  cheering.  The  nearest  United 
Presbyterian  congregation  was  Nicolson  Street  Church, 
under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  (afterwards  Dr)  George 
Johnstone. 

Having  acquired  the  Chapel,  no  time  was  lost  in 
bringing  the  state  of  matters  under  the  notice  of  the 
Presbytery,  and  a  supply  of  preachers  was  granted. 
The  Chapel  was  first  opened  as  a  United  Presbyterian 
Church  on  Sabbath,  9th  January  1848,  when  the  late 
Rev.  Dr  Brown,  of  Broughton  Place,  preached  from 
the  text:  "I,  if  I  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  will 
draw  all  men  unto  Me"  (John  xii.  32).  The  attend- 
ance was  good,  but  the  Chapel  was  not  crowded. 
Mr  Paterson  was  honorary  precentor  on  the  occasion, 
and  continued  for  a  number  of  years  to  act  in  that 
capacity,  in  which  he  had  previously  officiated  in  Mr 
Clark's  congregation. 

On  13th  March  1848,  "in  terms  of  the  appointment 
of  the  Presbytery,  a  meeting  of  the  Congregation  was 
held,"  at  which  was  read  an  "  Extract  from  the  Record 
of  Presbytery,  declaring  that  those  persons  who  gave 
in  their  names  to  the  Committee,  appointed  at  a 
former  meeting  of  Presbytery,  have  been  admitted  to 
the  fellowship  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
are  now  a  Congregation  in  connection  with  the  Synod 
of  that  Church."  At  the  same  meeting  it  was  agreed 
that   "  seven  members   be  appointed  to   manage  the 
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affairs  of  the  Congregation,  and  that  three  office- 
bearers be  elected  out  of  that  number,  namely,  a 
Preses,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Clerk."  Accordingly, 
names  were  proposed,  and  a  vote  taken,  with  the 
result  that  Robert  Paterson,  James  Middlemass,  Dr 
James  Lawrence,  Charles  Green,  Andrew  Taylor, 
John  B.  Wallace,  and  Alexander  Lindsay  were  elected 
the  first  Managers  of  the  Congregation  ;  and  of  that 
number  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that  Dr  Lawrence 
should  be  Preses,  Mr  Middlemass,  Treasurer,  and  Mr 
Paterson,  Clerk  to  the  Congregation.  Four  Trustees 
for  the  Congregation  were  elected  at  the  same 
time,  namely,  Commissary-General  William  Wemyss, 
Mr  Middlemass,  Mr  Taylor,  and  Mr  Paterson.  "  It 
was  also  unanimously  resolved  that  the  Congregation 
apply,  through  their  Managers  as  Commissioners,  to 
next  meeting  of  Presbytery  for  a  Moderation  with  a 
view  to  an  election  of  Elders." 

At  a  meeting  of  Managers,  held  three  days  later,  it 
was,  inter  alia,  agreed  that  Sabbath  Schools  should 
be  opened  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  intimation 
thereof  to  be  made  from  the  pulpit,  with  a  request  for 
"  individuals  willing  to  become  teachers  to  meet  in 
the  vestry,  and  that  each  teacher  should  have  a 
portion  of  the  district  allotted  him,  in  which  he  will 
regularly  visit  and  distribute  tracts  to  the  people." 
A  Church-officer  was  also  appointed,  at  a  salary  of 
^15  a  year.  Dr  Lawrence  and  Mr  Paterson  were 
appointed    Commissioners    to    attend    next    meeting 
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of  Presbytery,  and  forward  the  application  of  the 
Congregation  for  a  Moderation. 

A  Congregational  Meeting  was  therefore  held  on 
20th  April  for  the  purpose  of  electing  three  Elders, 
the  Rev.  George  Johnstone,  Nicolson  Street,  the 
Moderator  appointed  by  the  Presbytery,  presiding. 
After  sermon,  six  names  were  proposed,  and  a  vote 
having  been  taken,  Mr  Paterson,  Mr  Middlemass,  and 
Dr  Lawrence  were  declared  to  have  been  duly  elected. 
Dr  Lawrence  did  not,  at  this  time,  see  his  way  to 
accept  office ;  but  at  a  Congregational  Meeting,  held 
on  19th  May,  Mr  Paterson  and  Mr  Middlemass  were 
duly  ordained. 

On  22nd  May  another  Congregational  Meeting  was 
held,  at  which  the  stipend  to  be  paid  to  the  future 
minister  was  fixed  at  £150  a  year  (which  was  in- 
creased in  May  1850  to  ,£200,  and  in  subsequent 
years  to  £250,  £300,  and  ,£400),  and  a  resolution 
come  to  that  a  petition  for  a  Moderation  be  presented 
to  the  next  meeting  of  Presbytery,  Dr  Lawrence,  with 
Messrs  Middlemass  and  Paterson,  being  appointed 
Commissioners  to  represent  the  Congregation. 

Moderation  having  been  granted,  the  Congregation, 
at  a  meeting  on  22nd  June,  at  which  the  Rev.  Dr 
Peddie  presided  by  appointment  of  Presbytery,  unani- 
mously elected  the  Rev.  James  Robertson,  of  Bridge 
Street  Church,  Musselburgh,  to  be  their  pastor.  All 
the  necessary  formalities  having  been  complied  with, 
the  call  was  reported  to  the  Presbytery ;  and  on  being 
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presented  to  Mr  Robertson,  was  accepted  by  him,  to 
the  great  delight  of  the  Congregation.  The  number 
on  the  Roll  at  this  time  was  only  thirty-six.  It  does 
not  appear  that  Mr  Robertson  had  ever  preached 
in  Newington  Church,  but  had  officiated  in  Lothian 
Road  Church  before  the  call  came  out,  where  some  of 
the  members  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of 
seeing  and  hearing  him.  By  this  time  Mr  Robert- 
son had  eight  years'  experience  as  a  settled  mini- 
ster, having  been  ordained  at  Musselburgh  on  27th 
October  1840.  Out  of  four  calls  addressed  to  him 
he  had  chosen  Musselburgh,  although  the  least  attrac- 
tive, on  account  of  the  decayed  condition  of  the  Con- 
gregation, and  he  was  well  known  to  some  of  the 
members  of  the  Newington  Congregation. 

By  appointment  of  Presbytery,  Mr  Robertson's  in- 
duction took  place,  amidst  much  enthusiasm  on  the 
part  of  the  Congregation,  on  nth  October  1848,  and 
thus  began  a  ministry  in  Newington  the  fruits  of 
which  eternity  alone  will  disclose.  The  officiating 
ministers  on  the  occasion  were  Rev.  Archibald  Cross, 
of  West  Linton,  Rev.  John  Cooper,  Fala,  and  Rev. 
George  Johnstone,  Edinburgh. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  Session,  held  a  fortnight  after 
the  induction,  thirty-four  persons  were  admitted  to  the 
membership  of  the  Congregation,  and  by  the  end  of 
the  first  year  the  membership  had  increased  by  1 39. 
But  notwithstanding  the  natural  desire  to  increase 
the   membership,   the    conduct  of  members  was  well 
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looked  after,  and  Church  discipline  strictly  enforced. 
At  this,  Mr  Robertson's  first  meeting  of  Session,  one 
such  case  was  dealt  with ;  and  the  desire  to  reclaim 
the  erring  and  keep  the  Church  pure  was  all  along 
characteristic  of  Mr  Robertson's  ministry. 

A  meeting  of  the  Congregation  was  held  on  nth 
December  1848,  when  the  members  formed  them- 
selves into  a  Missionary  Association,  the  membership 
to  consist  of  "  every  member  and  adherent  of  the 
Congregation  contributing  to  the  funds  of  the 
Society.''  The  objects  of  the  Association  were  de- 
clared to  be  "  the  support  of  Missionary  operations 
at  home  and  abroad,  the  primary  object  being  the 
support  of  a  Home  Missionary  and  Teacher."  These 
conditions  are  still  embodied  in  the  Association's 
Rules.  The  first  annual  printed  Report  of  the  Con- 
gregation was  submitted  at  a  Congregational  Meeting 
on  25th  October  1849.  Towards  the  end  of  1850  it  was 
agreed  to  print  a  report  of  the  Missionary  operations  ; 
and  in  1876,  after  much  discussion,  it  was  likewise 
agreed  that  the  names  of  subscribers,  with  the  amounts 
of  their  individual  subscriptions,  should  be  appended 
to  the  Report. 

A  Committee,  appointed  at  the  December  meet- 
ing, was  instructed  to  use  all  diligence  in  looking  out 
for  a  suitable  Missionary;  and  a  week  afterwards,  on 
the  report  of  a  Sub-committee,  to  whom  the  duty 
had  been  delegated,  Mr  John  Meek,  one  of  the 
members    of    the    Congregation,    was    unanimously 
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appointed  to  the  office,  his  duties  at  first  being  to 
devote  a  portion  of  his  time  to  teaching,  and  the 
remainder  to  visitation  and  the  holding  of  devotional 
meetings.  The  Mission  District  placed  under  the 
care  of  Mr  Meek  is  described  as  "the  whole  of  the 
Causevvayside  and  the  Grange  and  Mayfield  Loans." 
Mr  Meek  accepted  the  appointment,  and  entered  at 
once  on  his  duties,  and  was  ably  assisted  by  a  goodly 
band  of  the  Church  members,  as  Christian  Instruction 
Agents.  The  Mission  meetings  were  at  first  held 
in  a  room  in  one  of  the  houses  in  Causewayside. 
Day  and  Evening  Schools  were  also  opened  about 
this  time,  in  a  room  in  Causewayside,  but  were  soon 
after  transferred  to  more  commodious  premises  at  the 
corner  of  Salisbury  Place,  under  the  charge  of  Mr 
John  Welch  as  master  ;  while  a  Sewing  School,  for 
girls,  was  established,  under  the  charge  of  Mrs  Scott, 
a  member  of  the  Church ;  a  Library  was  opened 
for  the  use  of  the  Mission  ;  and  a  Young  Women's 
Bible  Class  was  conducted  in  the  evenings  by  Mr 
Meek. 

In  March  1849,  an  addition  was  made  to  the 
Session  by  the  ordination  of  Dr  Lawrence,  the  Rev. 
John  Brown  Johnston,  Robert  Turner,  John  Meek, 
and  William  Currie.  These  friends,  with  Messrs 
Paterson  and  Middlemass,  now  formed  the  Session  ; 
a  district  was  assigned  to  each  Elder ;  and  from  this 
time  forward  the  Congregational  and  Mission  work 
was  vigorously  carried  on. 
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In  185 1,  the  increase  of  scholars  in  the  Day  School 
rendered  the  schoolroom  at  Salisbury  Place  quite 
inadequate  for  their  suitable  accommodation  (the 
number  of  children  then  attending  was  about  250), 
and  it  became  necessary  to  look  out  for  other  premises. 
At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Congregation  held  in 
November  of  that  year,  it  was  unanimously  agreed, 
on  the  suggestion  of  the  Mission  Committee  and 
Managers,  that  new  school  premises  should  be 
erected  on  vacant  ground  at  the  back  of  the  Church 
and  belonging  to  the  Congregation.  This  was 
accordingly  done,  the  new  building  being  so  con- 
structed as  to  include  the  original  meeting-room 
attached  to  the  Chapel ;  and  the  result  was  the 
erection  of  an  excellent  and  commodious  Hall,  suitable 
for  Church  meetings,  as  well  as  for  the  Day  School, 
and  the  Sabbath  School.  The  new  Hall  was  opened 
on  9th  August  1852,  and  continued  to  be  used  in 
all  these  capacities  for  many  years,  until  further 
changes,  to  be  referred  to  afterwards,  affected  the 
occupation.  In  the  same  year  a  Penny  Savings 
Bank  was  instituted  in  the  Mission  District,  under  the 
management  of  Mr  Meek,  although  not  under  the 
control  of  the  Mission  Committee.  On  his  retire- 
ment Miss  Eliza  Wigham  undertook  the  Manage- 
ment of  it,  with  the  assistance  of  one  or  two  others ; 
and  under  her  kindly  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Bank  and  in  the  Mission  people,  its  business  has 
steadily  increased.      During  her  tenure  of  office,  for 
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the  long  period  of  thirty-four  years,  Miss  Wigham's 
disinterested  and  loving  services  were  greatly  appre- 
ciated, and  her  retirement  in  November  1896  was 
deeply  regretted.  As  to  the  amount  of  banking 
business  done  and  the  labour  involved,  it  may  be 
interesting  to  state  that  for  several  years  the  depositors 
have  numbered  from  400  to  600,  the  money  deposited 
has  amounted  to  ,£400  or  ^"500  a  year,  and  the  number 
of  transactions  yearly  has  been  about  5,000.  The  Bank 
has  been  recently  reconstituted,  new  Trustees  have 
been  appointed,  and  the  Institution  formally  enrolled 
as  one  of  the  agencies  of  the  Home  Mission  opera- 
tions of  the  Congregation.  A  "Mothers'  Meeting" 
was  begun  in  the  District  about  the  same  time, 
and  continues  to  meet  weekly.  Miss  Wigham  still 
takes  a  deep  interest  in  this  work  ;  and  the  Annual 
Excursion  to  the  country  in  summer  is  a  source  of 
great  enjoyment  to  her  and  other  friends,  as  well  as 
to  the  mothers  in  whose  interest  and  for  whose 
special  benefit  it  is  undertaken. 

A  number  of  members  (Mr  Alexander  Crabbe  and 
others)  having  for  some  time  been  regularly  visiting 
the  families  in  Echobank  and  Parkneuk,  as  Christian 
Instruction  Agents,  these  hamlets  were  formed  into 
a  Branch  Mission,  in  December  185 1,  under  the 
superintendence  of  Mr  Meek.  Mission  Sabbath 
Schools  were  established,  with  Libraries  for  the  use 
of  the  scholars,  and  successfully  carried  on  for  many 
years.       A    liberal    offer    of    pecuniary    aid    having 
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been  made  by  two  Church  members,  this  outlying 
district  was  put  under  the  charge  of  an  addi- 
tional missionary  in  January  1857.  The  first  to 
fill  that  office  was  the  now  deceased  Rev.  Andrew 
Dick,  of  Bothwell.  In  addition  to  Echobank  and 
Parkneuk  the  "  scattered  villages  "  of  Rosehall,  Bridg- 
end, Craigs,  and  Liberton  Dams,  continued  for  many 
years  to  form  part  of  the  Congregational  Mission.  On 
the  erection  of  Rosehall  Church  in  1881,  however, 
Echobank  and  Parkneuk  were  taken  over  as  a  Mission 
District  by  that  Congregation,  while  Liberton  Dams 
was  transferred  to  the  Rev.  Dr  Gray,  Liberton,  in 
1885. 

The  first  paid  Precentor  in  the  Congregation  was 
elected  in  February  185 1,  and  continued  in  office  till 
his  resignation  in  1853.  On  the  report  and  suggestion 
of  the  Music  Committee,  the  Congregation  agreed  that 
for  the  ensuing  year  the  Committee  should  under- 
take the  supply  of  the  Precentor's  desk  at  the  ordinary 
Church  services,  and  that  the  £20  which  would  have 
been  otherwise  required  for  Precentor's  salary  should 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  a  properly  qualified 
teacher  for  training  the  Congregation  in  church  music. 
On  the  expiry  of  that  year,  Mr  Paterson  undertook, 
with  occasional  help  from  other  members,  to  officiate 
as  Precentor  for  another  year. 

The  Congregation  had  meanwhile  been  steadily 
increasing.  Although  not  an  actual  condition  of 
Church  membership,  it  was,  as  a  rule,  made  plain  to 
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applicants  for  admission  that  they  would  be  expected 
to  take  some  share  in  the  work.  A  very"  large  pro- 
portion of  the  members  was  in  this  way  actively 
interested  in  some  department  of  the  Congregational 
or  Mission  work.  Church  meetings  and  services  were 
abundant ;  and  altogether  there  was  a  peculiarly  warm 
heartiness  in  the  Congregation  which  can  scarcely  be 
described.  As  some  of  the  members  came  from  a  con- 
siderable distance,  they  were  for  many  years  in  the 
habit  of  meeting  during  the  interval  between  the 
Sabbath  services  in  the  smaller  schoolroom,  where 
refreshments,  in  tea  or  coffee,  were  provided.  United 
prayer  was  thereafter  engaged  in.  These  small 
prayer  meetings  were  highly  prized,  and  are  still 
looked  back  upon  by  the  survivors  with  a  warm  and 
kindly  interest. 

The  work  of  the  Congregation  was  carried  on 
largely  by  Committees  and  Sub-committees,  and  there 
were,  as  at  the  present  time,  Associations  of  various 
kinds  in  connection  with  the  Church  and  Home 
Mission.  Besides  the  Congregational  Annual  Social 
Gathering,  each  Association  had  its  tea  meeting. 
There  were  also  the  Monthly  Meetings  for  Prayer 
and  Bible  reading,  held  by  each  Elder  in  his  own 
district.  Mr  Robertson  was  generally  present,  and 
these  gatherings  were  not  only  very  helpful  in  deepen- 
ing the  spiritual  life  of  the  people,  but  did  much  to 
foster  that  friendly  feeling  which  has  from  the  first 
been  a  marked  feature  of  the  Congregation.     All  these 
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meetings  were  made  the  occasion  of  promoting  Chris- 
tian fellowship  and  brotherly  love,  and  informally- 
introducing  new-comers  to  their  fellow-members.  They 
were  like  the  gatherings  of  a  large  family  ;  all  felt 
a  kindly  interest  in  each  other,  and  in  the  various 
departments  of  Church  and  Mission  work  in  which 
they  were  engaged. 

Mr  Robertson's  fame  as  a  preacher  to  children  was 
a  source  of  attraction  to  many  families,  and  at  the 
Special  Services  for  Children  there  was  always  a 
large  gathering  of  Sabbath-school  teachers  and  others 
from  neighbouring  churches.  On  those  occasions  Mr 
Robertson  would  get  one  of  the  children  to  read  his 
text,  and  in  the  course  of  the  sermon  would  put 
questions  to  the  young  people  and  get  answers  from 
them.  He  was  naturally  very  fond  of  little  ones,  and 
on  Children's  Sermon  days,  which  were  always  great 
occasions,  his  whole  heart  seemed  to  go  out  to  them. 
Sabbath-school  and  Bible-class  work  had  a  large  place 
in  the  congregational  life  and  scheme  of  work  for  Christ. 

Previous  to  the  erection  of  the  Church  in  Grange 
Road,  the  Congregational  and  Mission  Sabbath- 
schools  were  combined,  meeting  at  4  P.M.,  under  the 
superintendentship  of  Mr  Cullen ;  but  at  the  beginning 
of  1864  a  separation  was  made.  The  Congregational 
school,  meeting  at  9.45  A.M.,  was  transferred  to  our 
present  Church  Hall,  at  first  under  the  care  of  Mr 
James  Paterson,  and  afterwards,  until:  his  death  in 
1887,  of  Mr  Andrew  Thomson.     Mr  Thomson  had 
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previously  done  good  work  in  Echobank,  and  was 
succeeded  in  the  superintendency  of  the  school  there 
by  Mr  William  Inglis,  .  and  subsequently  by  Mr 
Alexander  Aitken.  The  Mission  School  (of  which 
Mr  Duncan  M'Laren  became  superintendent)  con- 
tinued to  meet  in  Duncan  Street  at  4  P.M.  Services 
for  the  children  of  non-churchgoing  parents  were  begun 
at  an  early  period  in  the  Congregation's  history,  about 
1859  or  i860,  and  were  carried  on  with  great  success, 
not  only  in  Causewayside  but  at  Echobank  and 
Liberton  Dams.  These  were  the  first  Services  of 
the  kind  in  Edinburgh,  and  not  a  few  of  the  young 
people  thus  laid  hold  of  became  useful  members  and 
workers  in  the  Church.  It  was  at  this  time,  too, 
mainly  through  the  efforts  of  Mr  James  Paterson, 
that  a  Sabbath  Morning  Fellowship  Association  was 
started.  Meeting  at  first  in  the  Grange  Court  Mission 
Hall,  and  then,  until  accommodation  was  found  for  it 
in  the  Session  House,  in  one  of  the  schoolrooms  of 
Grange  Academy,  this  Association  did  good  work 
in  encouraging  the  young  men  of  the  Congregation  in 
a  systematic  study  of  Scripture.  Many  good  workers 
were  trained  in  this  Society,  and  not  a  few  valuable 
and  life-long  friendships  had  their  springs  in  these 
morning  gatherings.  The  Fellowship  Association  still 
pursues  its  useful  career. 

During  the  greater  part  of  his  ministry,  Mr  Robert- 
son conducted  an  advanced  Bible-class  for  young  men 
on  the  Sabbath  evening,  and  a  class  for  young  women 
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on  a  week  evening.  Occasional  meetings  were  also 
held  for  domestic  servants,  who  formed  a  large 
and  interesting  portion  of  the  Congregation.  A 
class  for  young  men  was  commenced  under  the  charge 
of  Mr  Benjamin  Hall  Blyth,  one  of  the  elders,  and 
was  for  many  years,  up  till  1873,  conducted  by  Mr 
James  Young,  whose  services  in  this  and  many  other 
departments  did  much  to  advance  the  growth  and 
usefulness  of  the  Congregation.  On  his  death  the 
work  among  the  young  men  was  carried  on  suc- 
cessively by  Mr  Duncan  M'Laren,  Mr  Robert  Martin, 
and,  till  the  close  of  his  ministry,  by  the  Rev.  John 
Young,  who  also  held  a  monthly  Sabbath  evening 
meeting  for  young  men  and  young  women,  and  con- 
tinued the  meeting  for  domestic  servants.  A  young 
women's  class  was  for  several  years  conducted  by  Mr 
James  Taylor,  and  afterwards  by  Mr  James  Carter. 

A  notable  feature  in  the  early  history  of  the  Con- 
gregation was  the  number  of  divinity  students  who 
waited  on  Mr  Robertson's  ministrations,  attracted  by 
the  highly  evangelical  tone  of  his  preaching  and  his 
personal  qualities.  Newington  from  its  earliest  days 
was  conspicuously  a  missionary  church,  and  it  was 
with  laudable  pride  Mr  Robertson  used  at  times  to 
refer  to  the  number  who  had  gone  out  from  amongst 
us  as  missionaries  to  the  foreign  field. 

Mr  Robertson's  rare  winning  way,  and  intensely 
earnest  preaching,  attracted  many  casual  hearers  from 
among  temporary  residenters  in  the  district.    Although 
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it  was  never  positively  made  known,  it  was  generally 
understood  that  to  one  of  these  the  Congregation 
was  indebted  for  an  exceedingly  handsome  gift.  At 
a  meeting  of  Managers,  held  on  6th  February  1857, 
Mr  William  Martin,  then  one  of  the  elders,  presented 
a  letter  he  had  received  from  an  Edinburgh  firm, 
accompanied  by  an  oaken  box  containing  a  new  service 
of  communion  plate  from  an  unknown  donor.  This 
plate  is  in  use  at  the  present  time,  that  formerly  in  use 
having  been  gifted  to  a  Congregation  less  prosperous 
than  Duncan  Street.  In  the  cddrse  of  the  same  year 
the  Congregation  was  also  presented  by  one  of  its 
members  with  the  silver  baptismal  font  still  used  in 
the  Church. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Missionary  Association, 
held  in  October  that  year,  it  was  reported  that  the 
Church  membership  was  then  550,  that  the  sittings 
were  all  let,  and  that  the  Church  property  was  entirely 
cleared  of  debt — upwards  of  ,£1,800  having  been  paid 
for  this  purpose. 

After  nearly  nine  years'  work  as  Congregational 
Missionary,  Mr  Meek's  health  began  to  give  way 
He  had  proved  himself  to  be  a  most  efficient  Mis- 
sionary, zealous  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his 
various  duties  ;  he  had  greatly  endeared  himself  to  the 
people  of  the  District  amongst  whom  he  worked,  and 
won  their  respect  and  confidence.  Under  medical 
advice  he  tendered  his  resignation  to  the  Committee, 
with    mutual    regret,    in     September    1857.       Shortly 
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thereafter  Mr  Meek  sailed  for  Melbourne,  having 
received  before  leaving  a  substantial  token  of  the 
respect  and  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  in  the  Con- 
gregation and  Mission  District. 

For  the  following  six  years  the  Mission  District 
was  worked  by  four  Missionaries  in  succession,  whose 
connection  with  the  District,  for  various  causes,  con- 
tinued only  for  a  brief  time. 

On  ist  February  i86i,the  Mission  Committee  were 
called  together  to  consider  the  terms  of  a  printed 
circular  from  Newington  Free  Church  Deacons'  Court. 
It  embodied  an  appeal  for  subscriptions  to  enable  the 
Free  Church  of  Newington  "greatly  to  extend  its 
operations  "  in  Causewayside,  which  was  represented 
as  a  peculiarly  "  destitute  district,"  as  having  been  till 
then  the  object  of  "  long  neglect,"  and  further  stated 
that  "there  is  no  district  in  the  kingdom  in  which 
the  poor  dwell  so  near  the  comparatively  rich,  and 
yet  have,  upon  the  whole,  received  hitherto  so  little 
direct  notice  from  them."  This  circular  and  a  some- 
what similar  paragraph  in  a  newspaper  of  the  day 
were  read  by  the  Committee  with  something  more 
than  astonishment.  Instead  of  Causewayside  being 
then  in  the  destitute  condition  represented,  missionary 
and  benevolent  operations  had  been  carried  on  in  it 
for  many  years.  From  the  erection  of  Duncan  Street 
Chapel  in  1840-41,  the  small  but  devoted  body  of 
Christian  people  forming  the  Congregation  there 
made   the  religious  and  social    improvement    of   the 
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inhabitants  of  Causewayside  their  special  object,  and 
work  of  a  similar  nature  had  been  carried  on  there 
without  intermission  after  the  Chapel  changed  hands 
in  1848.  At  the  date  of  the  circular  the  Mission 
operations  of  our  Congregation  consisted  of, — (1)  The 
labour  of  a  Missionary,  whose  whole  time  was 
devoted  to  visitation  from  house  to  house,  and  con- 
ducting meetings  for  religious  instruction ;  (2)  a  Chris- 
tian Instruction  Society,  consisting  of  male  and  female 
Church  members  ;  (3)  an  extensive  library  of  reli- 
gious and  miscellaneous  books  ;  (4)  a  Women's 
Industrial  Society,  having  for  its  aim  the  improve- 
ment of  the  people  in  their  domestic  relations  ;  (5) 
a  Day-school,  to  which  was  attached  an  industrial 
department  for  girls,  the  number  of  children  receiving 
education  being  325  ;  (6)  a  Sabbath-school,  attended 
by  260  children,  under  a  superintendent  and  39 
teachers ;  (7)  a  Special  Service  for  Children  on 
Sabbath  forenoons,  with  an  attendance  of  from  120 
to  140  ;  and  (8)  a  Sabbath  morning  class  for  young 
men  residing  in  the  Mission  District.  The  direct  and 
indirect  expenditure  involved  in  carrying  out  these 
schemes  exceeded  ^250  a  year. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  of  which  the  Newington 
Free  Church  Deacons'  Court,  and  many  of  the 
people  who  had  received  copies  of  the  circular,  were 
presumably  not  fully  cognisant,  the  Committee,  after 
due  deliberation,  decided  that  it  was  their  duty  to 
take  steps  at  once  to  make  the  true  state  of  matters  as 
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to  Causewayside,  and  the  Mission  operations  carried 
on  there,  known.  A  full  statement  of  the  facts  of 
the  case  was  accordingly  prepared,  and  submitted  to 
the  Deacons'  Court  of  Newington  Free  Church,  with 
a  request  for  a  friendly  conference.  This  request 
having  been  declined,  a  printed  letter  was  sent  to  Dr 
Begg  and  to  the  individual  office- bearers  of  his  Con- 
gregation ;  but  as  they  persisted  in  circulating  their 
appeal  and  soliciting  subscriptions,  and  refused  to 
enter  into  conference  or  to  submit  the  case  to  arbi- 
tration, the  Mission  Committee  were  constrained  to 
publish  their  statement  of  facts  and  their  correspond- 
ence with  the  Free  Church.  This  gave  rise  to  a 
public  controversy  in  the  newspapers,  to  discussions 
in  the  local  Presbyteries,  and  efforts  on  the  part  of 
prominent  Free  Churchmen  to  persuade  the  Deacons' 
Court  of  Newington  Free  Church  to  withdraw  their 
scheme,  and  to  consent  to  have  the  mission  boundaries 
of  the  two  churches  fixed  by  arbitration.  Their  efforts 
were  unfortunately  unsuccessful,  and  the  two  Missions 
continued  to  work  in  the  same  District.  When 
Chalmers  Memorial  Church,  Grange,  was  erected,  the 
Congregation,  under  the  Rev.  Dr  Bonar,  took  over  the 
Free  Church  Mission,  and  built  new  premises.  The 
overlapping  has  continued  until  this  day,  although 
time  has  done  much  to  heal  the  difference  thus  caused, 
and  to  bring  the  Congregations  into  friendly  relations. 
Shortly  after  the  publication  of  the  correspondence, 
the  Rev.  Mr  Robertson  intimated  to  a  meeting  of  the 
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Mission  Committee  "  that  he  had  received  donations 
to  the  extent  of  £1,500  from  Free  Churchmen,  to  be 
applied  for  the  purposes  of  Causewayside  Mission  in 
connection  with  Duncan  Street  Congregation."  Other 
donations  from  Free  Churchmen  for  the  same  object 
followed,  and  showed  the  sympathy  of  the  donors  with 
Duncan  Street  Congregation  in  the  dispute.  The 
total  amount  of  the  donations  from  this  source  was 
£2,071. 

The  Chapel  in  Duncan  Street  had  for  some  time 
been  felt  to  be  too  small  for  the  comfortable  accom- 
modation of  the  increased  membership,  and  the  need 
of  obtaining  a  larger  Church  had  already  been  talked 
of  amongst  the  members.  At  a  special  meeting  of 
the  Congregation,  on  29th  April  1861,  it  was  resolved, 
with  reference  to  the  Causewayside  case,  "  That  the 
thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given  to  Mr  Paterson  and 
other  members  of  the  sub-committee  for  the  sacrifice 
of  time  and  labour  which  they  have  made  in  defence 
of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  this  Church."  Further; 
it  was  "  moved  by  Mr  Lillie,  seconded  by  Mr  Middle- 
mass,  '  that  it  is  expedient  to  provide  a  new  and  larger 
place  of  worship,  in  a  situation  convenient  for  the 
districts  of  Newington,  Causewayside,  and  Grange.' " 
This  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  a  Committee 
appointed  to  carry  out  the  resolution,  secure  a  site  for 
the  new  Church,  and  obtain  subscriptions. 

As  the  donations  of  the  Free  Church  friends  were 
not  immediately  required  for  the  ordinary  work  of  the 
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Causewayside  Mission,  and  as  it  was  thought  that  it 
would  be  impolitic,  b)/  the  use  of  any  portion  of  them, 
to  dry  up  the  channel  whence  the  necessary  supplies 
had  hitherto  come,  Mr  Robertson  communicated  with 
the  friends  who  had  sent  him  the  cheques,  asking 
if  it  would  accord  with  their  wishes  that  the  sums 
so  liberally  contributed  by  them  should  be  applied 
towards  the  expenses  of  building  the  new  Church, 
which  would  be  available  both  for  Duncan  Street 
Congregation  and  the  people  in  the  Mission  District. 
Answers  in  the  affirmative  having  been  received,  the 
sum  of  £2,oyi  was  reckoned  as  a  subscription  towards 
the  erection  of  the  new  edifice.  In  this  way  good  had 
accrued  to  the  Congregation  through  the  keen  and 
exciting  controversy  in  which  it  had  recently  been 
engaged. 

At  a  special  Congregational  meeting,  held  on  2nd 
July  1862,  the  Committee  appointed  to  look  out  for  a 
site,  &c,  reported  that  no  position  so  entirely  fulfilled 
the  condition  laid  down — viz.,  that  it  should  be  suit- 
able for  the  districts  of  Newington,  Causewayside,  and 
Grange — as  "the  north  corner  of  Grange  Road,  adjoin- 
ing Causewayside"  (the  site  on  which  the  Church  now 
stands).  The  site  was  accordingly  acquired  by  the 
Committee  on  behalf  of  the  Congregation,  the  feu- 
duty  payable  being  £$\.  10s.  per  annum.  Plans  and 
drawings  prepared  by  Mr  Robert  Paterson,  whom  the 
Committee  had  chosen  as  their  Architect,  were  sub- 
mitted to   the  meeting.      It  was   suggested  that  the 
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Church  should  be  seated  for  900,  with  space  for  100 
additional  sittings  when  required  ;  and  that  there 
should  be  a  Hall  to  accommodate  260  persons.  The 
probable  cost  of  Church  and  Hall  was  estimated  at 
,£6,000,  but  the  actual  expenditure  was  subsequently 
found  to  be  £6,761. 

"The  Committee's  Report  was  unanimously  ap- 
proved and  adopted  by  the  Congregation,"  and  a 
Committee  was  charged  with  the  arrangements  for  the 
immediate  commencement  of  the  work,  and  uplifting 
subscriptions  to  the  building  fund,  which,  in  response 
to  a  circular  issued  to  members  and  adherents  of  the 
Church  by  the  Committee  appointed  on  29th  April, 
already  amounted  to  .£1,500. 

In  due  time  the  new  Church  was  completed,  and 
the  opening  day  fixed  for  15th  November  1863.  A 
meeting  of  members  and  seat -holders,  with  their 
children,  was  held  in  the  Church  on  the  opening 
day  at  10  o'clock,  conducted  by  the  Minister  of  the 
Congregation,  Rev.  James  Robertson.  The  forenoon 
service  was  conducted  by  the  late  Rev.  Principal 
Cairns,  who  preached  from  the  words,  "  Spake  of  His 
decease,  which  He  should  accomplish  at  Jerusalem." 
The  Rev.  Dr  Charles  J.  Brown  occupied  the  pulpit  in 
the  afternoon,  and  took  as  his  text  the  words  "  Jesus 
only."  In  the  evening  the  Rev.  Dr  William  Robert- 
son, Irvine,  preached  on  the  different  occasions  on 
which  our  Lord  used  the  words  "  Weep  not."  The 
attendances  at  all  the  diets  of  worship  were  large,  and 
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the  collections  amounted  to  £602.  4s.  iod.  Duncan 
Street  Chapel,  thus  vacated,  remained  in  the  mean- 
time unoccupied  ;  but  the  Day-school  and  Sabbath- 
school  continued  to  meet  in  the  Hall. 

In  the  same  year,  viz.,  in  1863,  the  office  of 
Missionary  in  Causewayside  became  vacant  through 
the  resignation  of  Mr  Fairgrieve,  who  had  acted  in 
that  capacity  for  nearly  three  years.  Most  provi- 
dentially the  Mission  Committee  were  led  to  appoint 
as  his  successor  our  friend  Mr  Goodfellow,  who  has 
faithfully,  zealously,  and  successfully  carried  on  the 
work  ever  since,  and  has  so  deservedly  earned  the 
confidence  and  respect  both  of  the  Mission  people 
and  of  the  members  of  the  Congregation. 

In  February  1864,  a  special  meeting  of  the  Con- 
gregation was  convened  to  consider  an  amended  offer, 
on  behalf  of  the  Baptist  Congregation  then  assem- 
bling in  the  Tabernacle,  Leith  Walk,  under  the  pas- 
torate of  the  Rev.  William  Tulloch,  for  the  purchase 
of  Duncan  Street  Chapel  and  school  premises.  The 
terms  offered  were  that  the  price  should  be  ;£  1,700. 
Of  this  sum  >£  1,300  was  arranged  to  be  paid,  one- 
half  at  Whitsunday  and  the  other  half  at  Martinmas 
that  year,  the  schoolrooms  to  remain  in  the  possession 
of  the  sellers  for  their  use  free  of  rent,  and  the  remain- 
ing ^"400  to  be  paid  whenever  the  sellers  desired 
to  give  up  possession  after  the  lapse  of  ten  years. 
The  Managers,  in  conjunction  with  the  Session  and 
Mission  Committee,  had  previously  fully  considered 
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the  offer,  and  recommended  that  it  should  be 
accepted.  This  was  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  45 
to  22,  the  minority  wishing  that  the  disposal  of  the 
Chapel  should  be  delayed  in  the  possible  prospect  of 
its  being  reopened  at  some  future  time  in  connec- 
tion with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  Thus 
the  Chapel,  which  originally  belonged  to  the  Baptists, 
reverted  to  them. 

In  November  1866,  the  Session  and  Managers 
agreed  that  a  special  effort  should  be  made  to  clear 
off,  by  subscriptions,  the  remaining  debt  of  ,£913  on 
the  new  Church  buildings  ;  and  by  the  month  of  May 
following  the  whole  had  been  subscribed  and  the 
greater  part  paid  into  the  bank.  At  the  meeting 
held  to  celebrate  the  liquidation  of  the  debt,  a  presen- 
tation was  made  to  Mr  Robertson,  consisting  of  a 
copy  of  the  most  recent  edition  of  the  "  Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica,"  in  a  handsome  walnut  cabinet ;  a 
silver  salver,  with  suitable  inscription,  being  at  the 
same  time  presented  to  Mrs  Robertson. 

At  its  meeting  in  March  1864,  the  Session  had 
before  it  a  letter  from  Mr  John  Young  (afterwards 
Minister,  but  then  a  member  of  the  Congregation), 
forwarding  a  petition,  signed  by  twenty-three  young 
men,  asking  the  use  of  one  of  the  rooms  behind  the 
Church  for  the  meetings  of  a  Young  Men's  Mutual 
Improvement  Society.  This  petition  being  granted, 
the  Society  was  formed,  and  continued  for  many  years 
a  useful  work  among  the  young  men  of  the  Church. 
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Many  of  its  members  afterwards  attained  prominent 
positions  in  public  life.  Its  courses  of  public  lectures 
were,  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Literary  Institute, 
of  great  service  to  the  residents  in  Newington  and 
Grange  ;  while  in  the  pages  of  its  Manuscript  Maga- 
zine, the  annual  volumes  of  which  still  remain,  several 
writers  well  known  in  after-years  made  their  first 
contributions  to  literature. 

Towards  the  end  of  1864,  a  feeling  was  prevalent 
in  the  Congregation  that  the  time  had  come  when 
increased  efforts  should  be  made  for  the  furtherance 
of  Foreign  Missions,  and  that  the  Congregation 
should  have  a  Missionary  of  its  own  in  the  foreign 
field.  It  was  hoped  that  by  this  means  the  members 
would  not  only  be  brought  into  closer  contact  with  the 
foreign  field,  but  stimulated  to  greater  liberality,  and 
take  a  deeper  interest  in  the  cause  of  Christ  among  the 
heathen.  This  feeling  took  practical  shape  in  April 
1865,  when  a  letter  on  the  subject,  containing  a  liberal 
offer,  from  Mr  Benjamin  Hall  Blyth,  then  one  of  the 
elders,  and  Preses  of  the  Congregation,  accompanied 
by  a  memorial  signed  by  other  twenty-four  mem- 
bers, was  presented  to  the  Mission  Committee.  At 
that  time  the  Congregation's  annual  contributions  to 
Foreign  Missions  amounted  to  about  £120;  and  the 
memorialists  undertook,  under  certain  conditions, 
without  diminishing  their  usual  subscriptions,  to  pay 
respectively  the  sums  set  opposite  their  names  in  the 
memorial,  amounting  in  all  to  £201,  thus  guaranteeing 
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£3 20  or  thereby  annually.  The  offer  of  the  memorial- 
ists was  cordially  accepted  by  the  Committee,  and 
subsequently  by  the  Association  at  a  special  meeting 
called  for  the  purpose  of  considering  it,  the  Com- 
mittee being  instructed  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  carrying  the  resolution  into  effect. 
The  Committee  accordingly  entered  into  negotiations 
with  the  Mission  Board,  and  also  with  the  Rev. 
William  Robb,  Missionary,  Todgurh,  Rajputana,  who 
had  been  named  as  the  choice  of  the  Association. 

In  a  letter,  dated  17th  March  1866,  Mr  Robb 
communicated  his  "hearty  acceptance  of  the  offer" 
made  to  him,  while  the  Foreign  Board  wrote  express- 
ing "  their  gratification  that  the  Association  had 
made  choice  of  Mr  Robb."  The  connection  thus 
formed  with  Mr  Robb  continued  till  1880.  In  1876, 
after  fourteen  years'  continued  service  in  India,  he 
returned  to  this  country  to  recruit  his  health,  and 
after  two  years'  residence  here  and  in  Switzerland 
he  offered  to  resign  his  connection  with  the  Con- 
gregation, but  his  offer  was  not  accepted.  Again 
in  1880,  his  health  being  still  unsatisfactory,  he 
wrote  that  for  his  "  own  peace  of  mind,  and  for  the 
interests  of  the  Congregation,  it  would  be  better  that 
the  connection  so  long  and  happily  continued  should 
terminate."  While  deeply  regretting  the  occasion  of 
Mr  Robb's  resignation,  and  in  the  fervent  hope  that 
he  might  be  restored  to  health,  the  Association 
accepted  his  resignation.     It  was   at  the   same  time 

F 


82  Jubilee  Memorial. 

agreed  that  in  the  future  all  contributions  received, 
and  not  allocated  by  the  subscribers,  should  be  paid 
into  the  General  Foreign  Mission  Funds  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  on  the  understanding  that  the 
salary  of  Manawar  Khan,  native  catechist  at  Todgurh 
and  Mr  Robb's  first  convert  there,  should  be  a  first 
charge  thereon.  During  Mr  Robb's  connection  with 
us  as  our  Missionary  we  received  very  interesting 
annual  reports  of  his  work  from  him,  and  similar 
reports  have  been  continued  by  his  successor  (now 
Pastor)  Manawar  Khan.  It  was  with  feelings  of 
gratitude  and  thankfulness  we  came  to  know  that, 
through  God's  great  goodness  to  him,  Mr  Robb  was 
able  to  return  in  1881  to  his  much-loved  work  in 
India. 

Towards  the  end  of  1868  a  movement  was 
made  to  get  a  Colleague  to  Mr  Robertson.  At 
that  time  the  membership  of  the  Church  was  about 
670,  and  there  was  reason  to  fear  that  Mr  Robertson's 
health,  never  very  robust,  was  likely  to  be  injured 
by  his  having  to  bear  the  whole  burden  of  the  pas- 
torate. The  matter  having  been  duly  considered 
and  discussed  by  the  Session,  and  at  a  Congrega- 
tional meeting  held  on  28th  July  1869,  it  was 
agreed  that  instead  of  a  Colleague  an  Assistant 
should  be  got;  and  ultimately  the  services  of  Mi- 
Andrew  H.  Anderson  (subsequently  minister  of 
Pollok  Street  Church,  Glasgow),  then  a  fifth  year 
student    in    the  Theological    Hall,  were   secured    for 
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for  six  months  at  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  £150  a 
year. 

Mr  Anderson  having  expressed  a  desire  to  go  on 
the  preachers'  list  at  the  close  of  his  engagement, 
in  the  end  of  March  1870,  arrangements  were  made 
with  Mr  George  L.  Carstairs  to  succeed  him.  At 
this  point,  however,  further  proceedings  in  this  direc- 
tion were  dropped,  owing  to  the  action  of  the 
Presbytery  in  overturing  the  Synod  with  the  view  of 
preventing  fourth  year  students  of  divinity  from  being 
employed  as  Assistants.  The  Synod  adopted  the 
overture,  and  the  arrangement  with  Mr  Carstairs  was 
departed  from. 

In  October  following,  it  appeared  from  the  letter 
of  Mr  Robertson's  medical  adviser,  submitted  to  the 
Session,  that  the  state  of  his  health  rendered  "  a 
very  great  abridgment  of  his  usual  pastoral  labours 
absolutely  and  immediately  necessary."  Temporary 
assistance  to  Mr  Robertson  was  at  once  provided,  and, 
after  full  deliberation  by  the  Session  and  Managers, 
the  matter  was  brought  before  a  special  meeting  of 
the  Congregation  on  16th  January  1871. 

Various  meetings  were  held,  and  steps  taken,  with 
the  view  of  obtaining  a  Colleague,  and  candidates 
were  heard.  In  October  1871,  at  a  Congregational 
meeting,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  "  to  delay 
hearing  other  candidates  until  April  next."  The 
explanation  of  this  was  that  the  time  was  drawing 
near  when  it  was  expected   Mr  John  Young,  M.A.,  a 
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member  of  the  Church,  and  a  student  of  divinity, 
would  be  licensed  as  a  preacher.  Mr  Young  had 
actively  identified  himself  with  various  branches  of 
Congregational,  Mission,  and  Sabbath-school  work, 
and  his  services  had  commended  him  to  the  Congre- 
gation generally.  Accordingly,  the  necessary  applica- 
tion was  made  to  the  Distribution  Committee,  and 
Mr  Young  preached  to  the  Congregation  on  the  first 
two  Sabbaths  of  April.  All  Presbyterial  formalities 
having  been  complied  with,  at  a  Congregational 
meeting  on  23rd  May  1872,  Mr  Young  received  a 
unanimous  call  to  be  Colleague  and  Successor  to  Mr 
Robertson.  As  had  been  previously  agreed  on,  Mr 
Robertson's  stipend  was  continued  at  ^400,  while  the 
Colleague  was  to  receive  £350. 

The  call  having  been  accepted  by  Mr  Young, 
arrangements  were  made  for  his  ordination,  which 
was  fixed  to  take  place  in  October.  In  the  meantime 
it  was  decided  that  the  Church  should  be  closed 
during  the  summer  for  repairs  and  painting,  and  the 
Congregation  met  in  the  Hall  of  the  Literary  Institute 
along  with  Bristo  congregation,  their  Church  being 
closed  for  repairs  at  the  same  time. 

Mr  Young's  ordination  took  place  in  the  Church,  in 
presence  of  a  large  Congregation,  on  Wednesday,  2nd 
October  1872,  amidst  much  enthusiasm,  and  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  Church  members.  The  ser- 
vices were  conducted  by  Rev.  James  Robertson,  who 
presided  and  ordained;  Rev.  John  Wilson,  Canongate, 
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who  preached  ;  and  Rev.  William  Parlane,  Tranent, 
who  gave  the  address  to  Minister  and  people.  In  the 
evening  a  Social  Meeting  was  held,  presided  over  by 
Mr  Robertson,  at  which  addresses  were  delivered  by 
Revs.  Drs  Cairns  and  Ker,  Rev.  P.  MacDowall,  Alloa, 
and  Revs.  J.  G.  Scott,  St  Andrews,  and  J.  G.  Stephens, 
Berwick,  ministers  of  the  Congregation  in  the  latter 
town,  in  which  Mr  Young  had  been  baptized,  and 
trained  during  his  boyhood.  In  name  of  the  ladies  of 
the  Congregation,  Mr  Thomas  Cullen,  elder,  pre- 
sented the  newly-ordained  Minister  with  the  robes  of 
office  and  pulpit  books.  Thus  another  connection  of 
happy  augury  was  formed  between  the  Congregation 
and  their  new  Minister,  under  which  the  zeal  and 
energy  hitherto  displayed,  both  in  Congregational  and 
Missionary  enterprise,  were  fully  maintained.  In  the 
following  year  the  ioo  sittings  for  which  provision 
had  been  left  in  the  building  of  the  Church  were 
added  ;  and  during  Mr  Young's  ministry  the  stipend 
of  ^350  offered  to  him  was  augmented  by  three 
different  increases  to  ^550. 

The  Education  Act  of  1872  brought  about  a 
material  change  in  the  Day-school  department  of 
the  Congregation's  Home  Missionary  operations. 
Hitherto  the  School  had  been  maintained  by  volun- 
tary contributions  and  school  fees.  Now,  however, 
such  Schools  were  to  be  under  the  management 
of  a  School  Board,  and  maintained  out  of  the 
public    rates.      The     Mission     Committee,    therefore, 
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in  May  1873,  intimated  to  the  School  Board  their 
intention  of  discontinuing  the  School  after  31st 
July  that  year.  In  doing  so  they  stated  that  the 
School  had  been  carried  on  for  nearly  twenty-five 
years  as  part  of  the  Congregational  Missionary 
machinery,  with  an  average  attendance  of  300,  and 
directed  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  neighbour- 
hood as  one  needing  the  establishment  of  a  Public 
School.  It  was  ultimately  arranged  that  the  Board 
should  have  the  use  of  the  schoolroom  for  the  ensuing 
session,  until  they  secured  suitable  premises  of  their 
own  ;  and  the  School  was  opened  under  the  Board's 
management  on  1st  September  1873.  The  Board's 
occupation  of  the  schoolroom  was,  at  their  request, 
subsequently  extended  to  two  years.  And  thus 
ended  our  connection  with  the  Day-School,  which  had 
been  of  immense  benefit  to  the  children  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, but  had  absorbed  a  considerable  amount 
of  the  Home  Mission  contributions,  and  furnished 
work,  and  occasionally  some  anxiety,  to  the  Com- 
mittee. The  Mission  Sabbath-school,  however,  con- 
tinued to  be  held  in  the  schoolroom. 

For  a  number  of  years  Mission  Halls  had  been 
rented  by  the  Committee  in  Grange  Court,  where 
meetings  of  various  kinds  in  connection  with  the 
Mission  were  held.  Early  in  1874  the  Halls  changed 
hands,  and  the  new  proprietor  having  asked,  what 
was  considered,  an  exorbitant  rent  for  them,  it  was 
resolved,  at  a  Congregational  meeting,  held  on    17th 
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March  1874,  to  build  the  Hall  now  existing  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Church.  The  estimated  cost  of  the 
building  was  a  little  less  than  ^300. 

In  October  1873,  a  memorial,  signed  by  sixty 
members  of  the  Congregation,  was  presented  to  the 
Session,  requesting  that  unfermented  wine  be  used  in 
the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  After  discus- 
sion, the  Session  agreed,  by  a  majority,  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  memorial,  provided  that  a  really  suitable 
wine  could  be  obtained.  Samples  of  unfermented 
wine  were  obtained,  but  none  of  them  were  considered 
suitable,  and  the  matter  dropped  for  the  time. 
Three  years  afterwards,  however,  the  question  was 
revived  by  a  deputation  of  three  Church  members 
appearing  at  a  meeting  of  Session,  with  a  memorial 
signed  by  seventy-two  members,  asking  that,  for  them, 
and  for  those  who  held  similar  views,  a  non-intoxi- 
cating wine  should  be  provided  on  Communion 
occasions.  As  this  involved  the  introduction  of  two 
different  cups  at  the  Communion,  the  Session  did  not 
see  their  way  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  memorial, 
two  of  the  elders  dissenting.  The  Session  arranged, 
however,  to  make  use  in  future  of  the  lightest  wine 
brought  into  the  country.  The  result  of  the  Session's 
decision  was  that  a  number,  including  two  elders, 
withdrew  from  the  membership  of  the  Congregation, 
and,  along  with  others  like-minded  on  the  wine 
question,  formed  the  nucleus  of  what  is  now  Argyle 
Place  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
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About  the  same  time  the  Session,  and  other  friends, 
had  been  considering  the  necessity  for  church  exten- 
sion in  Newington,  as  the  Grange  Road  Church,  being 
fully  let,  was  unable  to  accommodate  new-comers  into 
the  district.  The  site  now  occupied  by  Argyle  Place 
Church  had  been  privately  secured,  and  on  its  being 
given  up  for  the  use  of  those  interested  in  the  forma- 
tion of  a  Congregation  which  should  use  unfermented 
wine  at  the  Communion,  attention  was  turned  to  the 
district  east  of  Minto  Street.  Services  were  begun  in 
Clarehall  Academy,  Mr  Young,  with  Messrs  Baillie, 
Middlemass,  and  M'Laren  representing  the  Congrega- 
tion on  the  Committee  of  arrangements.  Principal 
Cairns,  then  and  until  near  his  death  a  seatholder  in 
Newington  Congregation,  agreed  to  conduct  the  ser- 
vice at  one  diet  each  Sabbath.  Thus  was  formed  Rose- 
hall  Congregation,  Mr  Duncan  M'Laren,  together  with 
a  considerable  number  of  the  members  who  resided  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  new  church,  going  out  to 
assist  in  forming  it.  The  relations  of  the  two  Congre- 
gations were  of  the  most  friendly  character  from  the 
first ;  and  the  church  extension  movement,  while  it 
separated  about  eighty  members  from  Newington  to 
form  Argyle  Place  and  Rosehall,  was  not  without  its 
stimulating  effect  on  the  spiritual  life  and  activity  of 
the  Congregation.  "  There  is  that  scattereth  and  yet 
increaseth." 

In  the  years  1875-76,  Mr  Robertson  was,  in  God's 
providence,   called    upon    to    bear  repeated    and  sad 


History.  89 

bereavements  in  his  family  circle,  which  greatly 
aggravated  the  heart  ailment  from  which  he  suffered. 
In  September  1876  his  youngest  daughter  Jessie's 
health  was  such  that  in  the  opinion  of  medical  men 
her  only  chance  of  recovery  lay  in  spending  the 
following  winter  in  the  north  of  Italy.  Mr  Robertson 
also  was  advised  that,  in  view  of  recent  family  bereave- 
ments and  the  weak  state  of  his  health,  it  would  not 
be  wise  for  him  to  run  the  risk  of  facing  the  scenes  of 
home  trials,  or  attempt  pulpit  work  at  home,  for  some 
time.  The  Synod's  Committee  charged  with  our 
Continental  stations  requested  him  to  undertake  the 
supply  at  San  Remo  from  November  till  April, 
and  the  Session  unanimously  granted  him  leave  of 
absence  for  that  period,  Mr  Young  kindly  under- 
taking to  do  all  the  ministerial  work  of  the  Congre- 
gation during  Mr  Robertson's  absence. 

After  his  return  to  this  country,  his  daughter  having 
died  at  San  Remo  in  the  month  of  April,  Mr  Robert- 
son's health  was  such  that  the  London  medical 
gentlemen,  whom  he  consulted,  advised  prolonged 
rest,  and  recommended  that  he  should  not  return  to 
his  old  home.  His  earnest  longing,  however,  to  be 
among  his  own  people,  to  whom  his  whole  heart 
clung,  and  who  ever  since  they  were  first  brought 
together  as  a  new  Congregation  had  been  the  object 
of  his  constant  care  and  love,  was  not  to  be  wholly 
denied  him.  Occasionally  the  Congregation  had  the 
great  gratification  of  having  him  amongst  them,  at  a 
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Church  service  or  other  meeting,  and  his  visitation 
of  the  members,  especially  the  sick  amongst  them, 
was  greatly  appreciated.  The  state  of  his  heart's 
action,  however,  had  been  so  seriously  affected  by 
stroke  upon  stroke  of  four  successive  family  bereave- 
ments, and  by  his  attempt  to  resume  settled  residence 
amongst  the  Congregation,  that  at  last  he  had  no 
choice  left  him  but  to  withdraw  altogether  from  the 
more  active  and  regular  duties  of  the  pastorate.  In 
the  end  of  October  1877,  therefore,  he  made  his 
desire  to  this  effect  known,  and  the  matter  having 
been  considered  by  the  Session  and  Managers,  and 
subsequently  by  the  Congregation,  arrangements 
which  were  agreeable  to  all  parties  were  made  in 
regard  to  Mr  Robertson's  retirement.  At  a  meeting 
on  4th  December,  the  Presbytery,  having  before  them 
a  letter  from  Mr  Robertson  intimating  his  retirement, 
inter  alia,  expressed  its  high  gratification  at  the  whole 
procedure  of  the  Congregation,  cordially  sanctioned 
the  arrangements  for  his  being  relieved  from  the 
responsibilities  of  the  pastoral  charge,  and  relieved 
him  from  these  responsibilities,  with  such  reservations, 
as  had  been  agreed  on,  relative  to  the  preservation  of 
his  status  of  Senior  Minister. 

In  God's  good  providence,  however,  he  was  not  to  be 
long  spared  to  enjoy  his  retirement.  The  sad  tidings 
of  Mr  Robertson's  sudden  death,  in  the  house  of  his 
son-in-law,  Mr  Joseph  Robertson,  on  3rd  June  1879, 
were   received   in    Newington  with   profound   sorrow. 
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Its  suddenness  made  it  all  the  more  startling  and 
sad  to  his  people,  who  cherished  his  name  with  the 
warmest  affection,  and  to  many  of  whom,  besides 
being  a  trusted  guide  and  a  wise  counsellor,  he  was 
likewise  a  veritable  "  son  of  consolation  "  in  times  of 
affliction  and  family  trials.  Under  his  earnest  and 
faithful  ministry  the  Congregation  had  increased 
from  thirty-six  at  the  time  of  his  call  to  nearly  700 
members.  Devout  men  carried  him  to  his  burial ; 
and  while  the  children — the  lambs  of  his  flock  whom 
he  had  tended  with  special  care  -  sang  one  of  his 
favourite  hymns,  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Grange 
Cemetery. 

The  Session  resolved  that  a  memorial  tablet  of  Mr 
Robertson  should  be  erected  in  the  entrance-hall  of 
the  Church,  and  Mr  W.  Brodie,  R.S.A.,  was  commis- 
sioned to  prepare  a  design.  In  the  following  autumn, 
the  tablet,  executed  in  Sicilian  marble,  and  embody- 
ing a  beautiful  medallion  portrait  of  Mr  Robertson, 
was  put  up  in  the  front  lobby  of  the  Church.  Four 
hundred  photographs  of  the  medallion  were  obtained, 
and  distributed  among  the  families  of  the  Congrega- 
tion. 

The  inscription  which  the  Memorial  bears  is  quoted 
here  as  a  beautiful  summary  of  Mr  Robertson's  life. 
Along  with  a  striking  portrait  of  the  man — of  whom 
it  has  been  said,  "  He  went  about  seeking  for  some  one 
to  love"  —  it  hands  down  to  posterity  an  exquisite 
miniature  of  his  character  : — 


92  Jubilee  Memorial. 

In  Memory  of 

Gbe  IReverenD  3-ame6  IRobettson, 

The  first  Minister  of  this  Congregation. 
Inducted  12th  October  1848.      Died  3RD  June  1879. 

An  able  and  attractive  Minister  of  the  Word.      A  faithful  and  devoted  Pastor. 

A  prized  "  Son  of  Consolation." 

Redeeming  love  was  his  message  :  the  winning  of  souls  his  mission. 

The  Lambs  of  the  flock  he  tended  with  special  care. 

"A  man  greatly  beloved." 

"  He  rests  from  his  labours,  and  his  works  do  follow  him  " 

The  subject  of  the  introduction  of  an  organ,  to 
assist  in  the  conduct  of  the  service  of  praise  in  the 
Church,  was  first  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Session  in  June  1880.  No  steps  were  taken  in  that 
direction,  however,  till  1882,  when  Mr  James  Burnet, 
who  had  held  the  office  of  Precentor  for  a  number 
of  years,  tendered  his  resignation,  owing  to  his 
leaving  the  city  for  a  business  appointment  in  Glas- 
gow. This  was  deemed  a  favourable  opportunity 
for  introducing  the  organ  question  to  the  Congrega- 
tion, and,  at  a  special  Congregational  meeting  held 
on  1 8th  December,  the  introduction  of  an  organ  was 
sanctioned  by  a  majority  of  the  members  who  voted. 
Great  enthusiasm  was  manifested  by  a  considerable 
section  of  the  members,  and  liberal  subscriptions  to 
defray  the  cost  were  promptly  given,  the  whole 
expense  being  subscribed  before  the  organ  was 
opened  for  public  worship  on  the  first  Sabbath  of 
October  1883.  The  total  cost  of  organ  building  and 
the  necessary  structural  alterations  was  £1,06 5. 
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At  the  request  of  the  Session,  in  May  1885,  the 
Rev.  Mr  Young,  whose  health  had  been  suffering 
from  over-work,  consulted  two  prominent  medical 
men  in  the  city.  Their  advice  was  that  he  should  be 
released  from  all  professional  work  for  some  months, 
and  the  Session  granted  him  leave  of  absence. 
During  his  absence,  Rev.  Peter  M'Dougall,  after- 
wards of  Stromness,  discharged  the  duties  of  the 
pastorate  with  general  acceptance  ;  and  when  he  left, 
on  Mr  Young's  return  after  four  months'  residence 
abroad,  he  received  substantial  testimony  to  the  Con- 
gregation's appreciation  of  his  work. 

In  December  1884  a  most  interesting  and  highly 
successful  Industrial  Exhibition  was  organised  in  con- 
nection with  the  Mission.  The  idea  received  hearty 
commendation  from  the  Press  of  the  day,  and  was  the 
means  of  drawing  out  a  wonderful  amount  of  in- 
genuity and  artistic  taste  among  the  working  people 
of  the  District. 

In  the  spring  of  1887,  in  common  with  other 
Churches  in  the  city,  it  was  agreed  that  Fast-day 
services  should  be  discontinued.  This,  however,  did 
not  affect  the  observance  of  the  Communion  six  times 
a  year,  as  had  hitherto  been  the  custom. 

The  years  1887  and  1888  are  memorable  ones  in 
the  Congregation  on  account  of  the  number  of  deaths 
amongst  prominent  members.  In  1887,  Mr  Andrew 
Thomson  and  Mr  John  Baillie,  both  members  of 
Session,  and  Mr  William  Inglis,  treasurer  of  the  Mis- 
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sionary  Association,  were  called  to  their  rest.  Besides 
faithfully  discharging  the  duties  of  the  eldership,  and 
taking  an  active  share  in  various  departments  of  Con- 
gregational work,  Mr  Thomson  was  specially  identified 
with  the  work  among  the  young,  having  been  for  a 
long  period  Superintendent  of  the  Congregational 
Sabbath  School.  Mr  Baillie,  while  officiating  as  an 
elder  with  equal  fidelity,  acted  for  many  years  as  the 
first  secretary  of  the  Missionary  Association,  and  con- 
tinued to  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  work.  He  was 
also  for  twenty  years  clerk  to  the  Congregation,  and 
interested  himself  in  visitation  among  the  poor  and 
destitute  sick. 

In  1888  the  Congregation  was  called  on  to  mourn 
the  deaths  of  Mr  Henry  Hetherton  and  Mr  James 
Paterson,  both  members  of  Session,  and  earnest 
workers  in  Congregational  and  Missionary  work.  Mr 
Hetherton  had  served  the  Congregation  for  thirty-three 
years  in  the  eldership,  and  was  intensely  interested 
in  Home  Missionary  work,  chiefly  in  connection  with 
the  Edinburgh  City  Mission;  while  Mr  Paterson's 
generous  and  practical  sympathy  for  the  poor  and  dis- 
tressed, his  intimate  acquaintance  with  Causewayside 
and  unwearied  interest  in  the  Mission  work  there, 
rendered  his  removal  a  peculiarly  heavy  loss  to  the 
Congregation.  In  addition  to  this,  he  had  acted  as 
Congregational  Treasurer  since  1869,  when  the  former 
Treasurer,  Mr  Middlemass,  resigned  his  appointment 
to  that  office. 
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On  the  15th  March  1888,  the  Congregation  and  the 
Mission  District  united  in  glad  enthusiasm  in  cele- 
brating the  Semi-Jubilee  of  our  worthy  Missionary, 
Mr  Goodfellow.  Mr  Young,  in  presenting  Mr  Good- 
fellow  with  a  case  of  books  and  a  cheque  for  £80, 
bore  testimony  to  the  valuable  spiritual  fruits  which 
had  been  reaped  during  the  twenty-five  years,  and 
stated  that  there  had  been  the  most  perfect  sympathy 
between  the  Church  and  the  Mission  Hall,  and  that 
many  of  the  best  members  of  the  Congregation  had 
been  brought  into  it  by  Mr  Goodfellow's  labours. 

The  Rev.  Dr  Scott,  Home  Mission  Secretary 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  demitted  his 
appointment  early  in  1889,  and  the  Synod,  at  its 
meeting  in  May  of  that  year,  called  our  pastor, 
Mr  Young,  to  the  office  thus  vacated.  Mr  Young 
having  accepted  the  call,  formal  intimation  thereof 
was  laid  by  the  Presbytery  before  a  special  meeting 
of  the  Congregation  on  the  13th  of  that  month. 
That  meeting,  ''  while  desiring  to  express  the  heartfelt 
sorrow  and  anxiety  involved  in  the  loss  of  the  services 
of  the  Rev.  Mr  Young,  who  has  so  long  been  con- 
nected with  the  Congregation,  first  as  a  member  and 
valued  worker,  and  for  a  period  of  seventeen  years 
labouring  unceasingly  in  word  and  doctrine  as  pastor 
of  the  Congregation,  felt  bound  to  yield  to  the  ex- 
pressed desire  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Church." 
Testimony  was  at  the  same  time  borne  to  the  happy 
and  prosperous    ministry  of   Mr  Young,   and   to  the 
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"  abundant  evidence  that  the  work  of  the  Lord  had 
prospered  under  it."  On  the  following  day,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Edinburgh  Presbytery,  Mr  Young 
was  loosed  from  the  pastoral  charge  of  Newington 
Congregation,  and  Rev.  James  Jeffrey  was  appointed 
by  the  Synod  to  preach  in  the  Church  on  the  Sab- 
bath following,  and  declare  it  vacant.  Rev.  Dr 
Kennedy  acted  as  Moderator  of  Session  during  the 
vacancy. 

The  induction  of  Mr  Young  as  Home  Mission 
Secretary  took  place  in  Berkeley  Street  Church, 
Glasgow,  on  5th  June  1889,  and  a  deputation  of 
eight  members  was  appointed  to  represent  New- 
ington Congregation  on  the  occasion.  There  was 
a  crowded  audience.  After  sermon  by  the  Rev. 
William  Dickie,  M.A.,  Dowanhill,  the  induction  prayer 
was  offered  by  Rev.  Dr  Scott,  and  the  charge  was 
given  by  the  Rev.  Principal  Cairns.  On  Friday,  28th 
June,  a  farewell  meeting  was  held  in  Newington  Church, 
when  addresses  were  delivered  by  Revs.  Drs  Kenned}', 
Mair,  and  Smith,  and  a  presentation  was  made  to 
Mr  Young  of  a  gold  watch  and  chain,  an  illuminated 
address,  and  a  purse  of  125  sovereigns.  At  the  same 
time  a  silver-mounted  tea-tray,  with  suitable  inscrip- 
tion, was  presented  to  Mrs  Young.  On  the  following 
Sabbath  Mr  Young  concluded  his  seventeen  years' 
ministry  by  preaching  an  appropriate  sermon  from 
1  Corinthians  iv.  1-5. 

No  time  was  lost  in  taking  steps  to  fill  the  vacancy 
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thus  created  in  the  pastorate.  A  Vacancy  Committee 
was  appointed,  and  on  15th  July,  at  a  Congregational 
meeting,  a  unanimous  call  was  addressed  to  the  Rev. 
William  Watson,  M.A.,  Dumbarton.  Mr  Watson, 
however,  did  not  see  his  way  to  accept  the  call. 

After  various  further  steps  had  been  taken  by  the 
Committee,  a  Congregational  meeting  was  held  on 
2 1  st  October,  when  a  unanimous  call  was  given  to 
the  Rev.  William  T.  Bankhead,  B.D,  North  Shields, 
to  be  pastor  of  the  Congregation.  Mr  Bankhead, 
however,  declined  to  accept  the  call,  and  the  outlook 
of  the  Vacancy  Committee  was  continued. 

In  the  meantime  the  Session  and  Managers  were 
called  on  to  record,  with  deep  sorrow,  the  death, 
in  October,  of  Mr  Robert  Paterson,  who  had  taken 
such  a  leading  part  in  the  formation  of  the  Congre- 
gation, and  afterwards  in  furthering  its  various 
organisations.  To  him  the  Congregation,  in  its 
earlier  years,  was  specially  indebted  for  the  great 
interest  he  took  in  the  service  of  praise.  As 
Honorary  Precentor  he  threw  great  energy  and 
enthusiasm  into  the  training  of  the  Choir — many  of 
the  early  practisings  being  held  in  his  own  house. 
As  already  stated,  he  was  one  of  the  first  elders 
elected,  and  was  for  twenty-three  years  Preses  of  the 
Congregation.  In  the  same  year  the  Congregation 
sustained  a  further  loss  in  the  death  of  Mr  James 
Waterston,  a  devoted  member  of  Session  who  for 
many  years  had  taken  an  active  part  in  evangelistic 
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and  kindred  work,  both  within  the  Congregation  and 
outside  it.  In  the  following  year,  the  Session  and 
Congregation  sustained  another  serious  loss  in  the 
death  of  Mr  James  Carter,  who  for  a  number  of 
years  had  been  a  zealous,  active,  and  useful  member 
of  Session. 

Further  arrangements  for  eligible  ministers  being 
heard  by  the  Congregation,  with  the  view  to  a  future 
moderation,  having  been  made  by  the  Vacancy  Com- 
mittee, at  a  Congregational  meeting  held  on  8th  July 
1890,  a  unanimous  call  was  given  to  our  present 
pastor,  Rev.  James  S.  Rae,  who  so  worthily  fills  the 
pulpit  and  discharges  the  duties  of  the  pastorate. 

Mr  Rae  accepted  the  call  addressed  to  him,  and  on 
9th  October  he  was  duly  inducted  to  the  pastoral 
charge  of  the  Congregation  by  the  Presbytery  of 
Edinburgh,  the  Rev.  Dr  Mair  presiding,  and  Rev. 
John  Young  delivering  the  ordination  charge  to  his 
successor.  The  whole  proceedings  gave  the  prospect 
of  a  happy  and  successful  ministry,  and  were  carried 
through  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  people,  who 
had  been  without  a  Minister  for  seventeen  months. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  Congregation's  history  a 
Fund  for  the  assistance  of  poor  members  was  insti- 
tuted in  February  1892.  Hitherto  when  any  members 
got  into  necessitous  circumstances  the  elder  of  the 
district  or  the  Minister  made  the  case  known  to  the 
Session,  and  the  necessary  relief  was  readily  contri- 
buted by  some  of  the  members.     By  the  will  of  the 
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late  Mr  William  Pairman,  however,  one  of  the  earliest 
members  of  the  Congregation,  and  for  many  years  one 
of  its  most  highly  respected  elders,  a  legacy  was  left 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  members.  The  Session 
agreed  to  make  this  the  nucleus  of  a  Congregational 
Poor  Fund,  and  by  its  means  relief  has  been  granted, 
as  occasion  arose,  in  accordance  with  Mr  Pairman's 
will.  Mr  Pairman's  example  has  been  followed  by 
another  member,  and  "birthday"  contributions  have 
from  time  to  time  been  added  to  the  fund. 

Mr  Pairman's  death  occurred  in  September  1891  ; 
and  in  the  following  February  another,  and  one  of  the 
earliest  of  the  elders,  Mr  James  Middlemass,  was 
called  to  his  rest.  As  already  mentioned,  he  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Congregation,  and  always 
manifested  a  paternal  interest  in  its  affairs.  For 
the  first  seventeen  years  of  its  history  he  acted  as 
Treasurer,  and  was  Preses  of  the  Congregation  at 
the  time  of  his  death. 

In  February  1895,  Mr  W.  W.  Bain  passed  away, 
after  serving  in  the  Session  for  nearly  thirteen  years. 
Mr  Bain  did  much  good  work,  showing  special  dili- 
gence in  attending  to  the  people  in  his  district. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Congregation,  held  on 
1 2th  October  1893,  the  Managers  were  instructed  to 
adopt  all  necessary  measures  for  terminating  at 
Martinmas  1894  the  existing  arrangement  with  the 
Baptist  Congregation  in  regard  to  Duncan  Street 
schoolrooms.     In  pursuance  of  these  instructions,  the 


100  Jubilee  Memorial. 

£400  which  had  been  left  in  the  hands  of  the  latter 
Congregation,  at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  were  paid 
up,  under  deduction  of  a  sum  agreed  on  for  repairs. 
Our  Mission  School  had  occupied  the  schoolroom  on 
Sabbath  afternoons,  from  the  time  of  its  erection  till 
this  time,  and  were  willing  to  continue  as  tenants; 
but  as  the  Baptist  Congregation  wished  to  have  the 
exclusive  use  of  the  rooms,  it  was  transferred  to  the 
Halls  in  connection  with  our  own  Church.  The 
balance  of  money  thus  obtained  has,  by  directions 
of  the  Congregational  meeting  above  referred  to, 
been  placed  to  the  credit  of  a  Capital  Account, 
and  the  interest  accruing  is  applied  to  the  ordinary 
funds  of  the  Church.  With  the  completion  of  this 
transaction,  our  connection  with  Duncan  Street 
terminated,  and  the  Mission  School  is  now  accom- 
modated, until  better  arrangements  can  be  made,  in 
the  Halls  behind  the  Church. 
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members  of  Session 

From  the  Formation  of  the  Congregation  to 
the  Jubilee. 


Date  of 

Name. 

Ordination  or 
Induction. 

Date  of  Death  or  Resignation. 

Ministers. 

Rev.  James  Robertson  - 

nth  Oct. 

1848 

Died  3rd  June  1879. 

Rev.  John  Young,  M.A. 

2nd  Oct. 

Inducted  as  Home  Mis- 

1872 

sion      Secretary,      5th 
June  1889. 

Rev.  James  S.  Rae 

9th  Oct. 
1890 

Elders. 

James  Middlemass 

May  1848 

Died  10th  Feb.  1892. 

Robert  Paterson  - 

Do. 

Do.    5th  Oct.  1889. 

Dr  James  Lawrence 

Mar.  1849 

Do.    24th  April  1865. 

John  Meek    - 

Do. 

Resigned  Nov.  1857. 

Rev.  John.  B.  Johnston 

Do. 

Do.       Jan.  1850. 

Robert  Turner 

Do. 

Do.        Oct.  1861. 

William  Currie 

Do. 

Do.        Feb.  1874. 

William  Martin     - 

Jan.  1850 

Died  7th  May  1859. 

John  Baillie  - 

Do. 

Do.    27th  Oct.  1887. 

George  Lawson     - 

Do. 

Do.    4th  Sept.  1 88 1. 

Benjamin  Hall  Blyth     - 

Aug.  185 1 

Do.    2 1  st  Aug.  1866. 

William  Pairman  - 

April  1853 

Do.    26th  Sept.  1891. 

George  Paterson  - 

Do. 

Do.    19th  May  1855. 

Thomas  Cullen 

Do. 

^Resigned  May  1874. 

Henry  Hetherton  - 

Dec.  1855 

Died  28th  Sept.  1888. 

William  Lillie 

-       Do. 

Do.    26th  Jan.  1863. 

Edward  L.  I.  Blyth 

Feb.  1858 

Resigned  June  1862. 

James  Young 

Feb.  i860 

Died  16th  July  1873. 

James  Paterson     - 

Jan.  1863 

Do.  28th  Sept.  1888. 

Thomas  Pringle    - 

Do. 

Resigned  Dec.  1865. 

*  Mr  Cullen,  on  his  return  to   Edinburgh  after  an  absence  of  some 
years,  was  re-elected  in  March  1878. 
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Members  of  Session— continued. 


Date  of 

Name. 

Ordination  or 

Date  of  Death  or  Resignation. 

Induction. 

James  Taylor 

June  1863 

Resigned  Nov. 

1894. 

Andrew  Thomson 

Do. 

Died  3rd  Octot 

>er  1887. 

James  Goodfellow 

Mar.  1866 

Robert  Martin 

Do. 

Duncan  M'Laren,  jun.  - 

Dec.  1873 

Resigned  June 

1878. 

Alexander  Aitken  - 

Do. 

David  Greig- 

Do. 

Resigned  Dec. 

1876. 

John  Cairns  - 

June  1874 

John  Pirret    - 

Do. 

Resigned  Dec. 

1876. 

Thomas  Cullen 

Mar.  1878 

John  L.  Ramage  - 

Do. 

Robert  B.  Mathie  - 

Dec.  1879 

Resigned  Aug. 

1885. 

James  Waterston  - 

Do. 

Died  30th  May 

1889. 

James  Carter 

May  1882 

Do.   27th  July 

1890. 

William  W.  Bain  - 

Do. 

Do.   23rd  Feb 

1895. 

John  Cairns,  jun.  - 

April  1886 

Resigned  May 

1891. 

Alexander  Johnston 

Do. 

Resigned  Sept 

1890. 

John  Wright 

Do. 

John  M.  Somerville  Shaw 

May  1892 

Archibald  Ballantine     - 

Do. 

John  Shaw    - 

Do. 

Alexander  Whitelaw 

Oct.  1893 

Alexander  Wilson 

Do. 

Robert  W.  Hunter 

Do. 

James  Paterson     - 

April  1897 

James  Waterston  - 

Do. 
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extracts  from  £etter$  Received* 


I.  From    Rev.    John    Meek,    the    Manse,    Gisborne, 
Victoria,  the  first  Home  Missionary  of  the   Con- 
gregation. 

"  I  need  not  say  how  pleased  I  was  to  learn  that 
you  were  looking  forward  with  so  much  interest  to  the 
Jubilee  of  the  Newington  Congregation  in  the  early 
part  of  next  year.  Much  as  I  wish  to  be  present, 
that,  in  the  circumstances,  is  impossible  ;  but  I  gladly 
send  my  greetings  by  letter  in  acknowledgment  of  my 
sense  of  obligation  to  a  minister  and  people  that  the 
length  of  time  has  in  no  way  obliterated  from  the 
memory,  nor  effaced  from  the  heart. 

"  The  effort  which  resulted  in  what  I  like  to  call  the 
providential  origin  of  the  Newington  Congregation  is 
perhaps  the  best  form  of  Church  extension,  as  it  was 
not  only  providing  ordinances  for  a  district  in  the 
interests  of  the  Denomination  which  subsequent  events 
fully  justified,  but  was  the  means  of  establishing  a 
branch  of  the  Church  for  the  special  purpose  of  bring- 
ing Christian  agencies  to  bear  on  the  careless  and  non- 
churchgoing    in    the    immediate    neighbourhood,    an 
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object  which  appears  to  have  been  kept  steadily  in 
view  amidst  all  the  changes  through  which  the  Con- 
gregation has  passed.  .  .  .  The  choice  of  the  Rev. 
James  Robertson  (to  whom  I  owe  personally  more 
than  I  can  possibly  express)  as  the  first  minister  of 
the  new  Congregation  was  in  every  respect  a  very- 
happy  one.  His  popular  preaching  gifts,  deep  evan- 
gelical fervour,  direct  style  of  teaching,  large-hearted 
missionary  spirit,  and  special  adaptation  for  interesting 
the  young,  coupled  with  a  thoroughly  devoted  and 
fully  consecrated  life,  all  marked  him  out  as  in  every 
way  fitted  to  be  pastor  of  what  was  designed  to  be 
essentially  a  Mission  Church,  while  it  included  in  its 
membership  some  of  the  most  intellectual  hearers  to 
be  found  in  any  Christian  community.  .  .  .  My 
appointment  as  the  first  Congregational  Missionary 
brought  me  into  a  very  close  relation  with  the  people, 
and  identified  me  still  more  with  the  different  organi- 
sations in  connection  with  the  Congregation  of  which 
the  Minister  was  throughout  the  moving  and  regu- 
lating spirit.  One  peculiar  feature  of  the  Duncan 
Street  Congregation  was  that  the  greater  number  of 
those  actively  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  Church  were 
the  fruit  of  Mr  Robertson's  own  ministry,  so  that  their 
service  for  the  most  part  was  the  zeal  of  first  love,  and 
the  expression  of  thankfulness  for  what  of  spiritual 
blessing  they  had  themselves  received.  This  also 
goes  far  to  account  for  the  prayerful  spirit,  deep-toned 
earnestness,  and  generous  liberality  that  then  charac- 
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terised  and  so  long  after  distinguished  them  as  a 
people.  Where  Mr  Robertson,  however,  was  most 
directly  useful  and  did  perhaps  the  greatest  amount 
of  good,  was  in  his  conversations  with  the  anxious 
that  so  often  resulted  in  guiding  the  inquiring  into 
peace,  restoring  the  backsliding  to  the  point  from 
which  they  had  wandered,  and  leading  perplexed 
believers  out  of  their  difficulties  into  some  of  the  inner 
secrets  of  the  Christian  life. 

"The  early  part  of  Mr  Robertson's  ministry  in 
Edinburgh  was  a  continued  season  of  unusual  blessing, 
which  circulated  through  all  the  different  agencies 
that  emanated  from  that  centre  of  Church  life  and 
Christian  activity — the  spiritual  results  of  which  are  to 
be  traced  even  in  this  southern  land  in  several  cases 
which  have  come  under  my  own  observation.  .  .  . 
That  the  Congregation  about  to  celebrate  their  Jubilee 
may  continue  to  be  true  to  their  history  and  traditions 
as  a  people,  and  be  yet  more  blessed  and  made  a 
blessing,  is  the  heartfelt  desire  of  their  old  fellow- 
labourer  in  the  Gospel." 

II.   From  Rev.  Manawar  Khan,  the  Congregation 's 
Native  Agent  at  Todgurh,  Rajput  ana,  India. 

"My  dear  Friends  and  my  dear  Brethren 
IN  THE  LORD, — Peace  and  love  be  to  you  all.  May 
your  Jubilee  time  be  a  blessed  time,  and  may  your 
rejoicing  not  stop  with  the  day.     May  the  Jubilee  of 
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all  the  earth  soon  come.  May  all  Christians  be 
brothers,  and  in  love  be  as  one  body,  one  life.  May 
the  name  of  the  only  Saviour  be  everywhere  trium- 
phant. May  the  God  of  peace  and  love  pour  out  His 
Holy  Spirit  on  all  nations.  Amen.  My  many  many 
salaams. — Your  honours'  grateful  one, 

"  Manawar  Khan." 


III.  From  Professor  MACGREGOR,  Dalhousie  College, 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 

"  I  wish  very  much  that  I  could  be  present  to  meet 
the  old  friends  who  will  gather  to  talk  over  bygone 
days,  and  to  make  acquaintance  with  their  successors 
in  the  work  of  the  Church.  I,  too,  have  a  very  warm 
remembrance  of  the  old  Church,  and  of  the  many 
friends  I  met  while  in  connection  with  it.  Most  of  all, 
of  course,  for  the  man  who  made  the  Church,  and  his 
wife  and  family,  to  whom  it  would  be  impossible  for 
me  to  estimate  how  much  I  owe,  but  also,  though  in 
a  smaller  measure,  for  the  many  friends  with  whom  I 
used  to  be  associated  in  the  Choir,  and  in  the  simple 
forms  of  Church  work  in  which  I  used  to  engage.  1 
may  venture  to  ask  you  to  give  expression  to  the  very- 
deep  sense  of  the  benefit  I  derived  while  being  hospi- 
tably entertained,  as  it  were,  by  Newington  Church, 
and  my  desire  for  its  continued  prosperity  during  the 
second  period  of  its  history." 
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IV.   From  Rev.  LEONARD  MILLER,  Rose/till  Manse, 
Jamaica. 

"  I  can  never  be  sufficiently  thankful  that  I  was 
brought  into  connection  with  Newington  Congregation. 
There  seemed  to  be  more  warm  hearts  embraced 
among  its  membership  than  were  to  be  met  with  else- 
where, and  I  felt  at  home  there  as  I  did  nowhere  else. 
In  those  days  I  thought  the  people  formed  an  ideal 
Christian  community,  and  still,  after  a  long  term  of 
years,  I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  Then  there  were 
the  inspiriting  and  eminently  inspiring  ministries  of 
Mr  Robertson  and  his  Colleague,  under  which  it  was 
so  great  a  privilege  to  sit,  and  by  means  of  which  one 
received  a  life-long  impetus. 

"  On  2nd  January  it  will  be  twenty-one  years  since 
you  [this  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Rev.  John  Young], 
in  Newington  Church,  as  the  Presbytery's  representa- 
tive, laid  hands  on  me,  and  ordained  me  as  a  missionary 
of  the  Church. 

"  May  I  take  the  liberty  to  ask  you  to  convey  to 
the  office-bearers  and  members  of  the  Congregation 
my  cordial  Christian  greetings  ?  In  spirit  I  shall  be 
with  them  during  their  memorial  services,  and  I  pray, 
as  I  shall  more  especially  then  pray,  for  continued 
prosperity  and  blessing  on  the  Congregation." 
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V.  From  Rev.  STEPHEN  WILSON,  Brownsville, 
Jamaica. 

"  Your  note  starts  up  old  memories  in  a  way  I 
should  hardly  have  thought  possible,  and  very  vividly 
recalls  scenes  and  impressions.  Texts  and  sermons, 
Communion  and  other  services  which  were  helpful  and 
profitable  were  brought  to  mind  again.  The  practical 
training  also  in  Christian  work  which  I  got  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Congregation  has  been  of  great  service 
to  me  in  all  my  after-life.  I  can  thankfully  recognise 
the  guiding  hand  of  God  in  the  way  in  which  I  was 
brought  into  connection  with  Newington,  and  acknow- 
ledge in  this,  as  in  all,  the  ordering  of  my  life's  ways. 

"  I  shall  keep  the  services  in  mind,  and  be  with  you 
in  sympathy  though  so  far  removed  in  presence." 


*#*  Most  of  the  other  letters  received  from  Ministers 
of  our  own  and  other  Denominations  bear  testimony 
in  similar  terms  to  the  benefit  received  while  in  con- 
nection with  Newington  Congregation. 
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